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< FREEDOM 
Slipknot's DJ Starscream joins forces 
with Shuhei Moritea's FREEDOM! 

LOC D4 Jaa 
Director Junichi Fujisaku speaks 
Habout the girl and the eieea ean 

ISH J SANADA uYUS! 

peat MK UY fregeeaes DA fiction and sts 


MURDER PRINCESS 

The princess Ls ee 8 bloodiest massacre 
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STORY OF ANIME 


Rk chronological histor of anime 
and spotlight on key works 
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Live 2- ae Res from The Wiltern in L.A.! 


The wadaiko rock band Gevil 
- Hear what it’s all about! 


Fashion trend update 


SHINJUKU SNAP 


the fashion trends 
| in sages ke most-visited town! 
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FIRST JAPANESE ANIMATION IN HD pvb/ovD TWN rae a 


Expe rience then ne xt generation)) 
of anime with “FREEDOM” | ia i 
HD DVD/DvD. Twin} Format! 
Directed b rising ‘SuperStar pe 
“Shuhei Monts (‘Kakurenbo- f 
Hide & Seok’), t the complete i 
series will be released 


yy, a, eta 17 ees 
in & ed 


= HD DvD includas HDi ue 
function that allows to watch 


- extra features 


Esigh quality animatibn om G THE ULTIMATE MOVIE MACHINE — FROM TOSHIBA 


ee aiueD Sraphics isit the Bandai Visual USA booth 


= =) j Wad 
ee allege ee ,' = #1605 at the Anime Expo® 2007 for a 
mempon'™ ia “= chance to win a Toshiba HD-A2 HD 
* HD DVD/DVD Twin Format (HD DVD layer & DVD player! 
DVD Iayer on single side in one disc) 


* HD DVD: Color / 1080p High Definition / Japa- e Plus, just for visiting our booth you get 
nese Audio (Dolby Digital Plus 5.1 ch & Linear « ; a coupon that is good towards a FREE 


PCM 2 ch) & English Subtitles / 24 min. + extra." . 7 
8 min. (partially internet connection required) copy of the new “FREEDOM 1” HD 


* DVD: Color / Japanese Audio (Dolby Digital 5% DVD when you purchase any Toshiba 
ch) & English Subtitles / 24 min. +extra 1 min) ; HD DVD player. 
* SRP: $39.99 ; 


@ Come experience The Look and 
Sound of Perfect with Toshiba 
ps ® HD DVD and Bandai Visual’s new 
fr “FREEDOM?” Title! 


www.bandaivisual.us/freedom/ 
i FREEDOM COMMITTEE Ail Reohts Reserved. 
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SHIBUYA'S PREMIERE ELECTRO-DANCE CLUB WOMB WAS THE 
HOST FOR THIS ONE-OF-A-KIND EVENT WHICH SAW THE TEAMING 
OF DJ STARSCREAM, THE POPULAR OVA FREEDOM, AND 


CUTTING EDGE 3-D VJ TECHNOLOGY. 


A TRULY UNIQUE NIGHT 


FOR CLUBGOERS, IT WAS AN EXPERIENCE THAT STIMULATED ON 
MANY DIFFERENT LEVELS! 


Headlining for the night was DJ 
Starscream, a.k.a. Sid Wilson or 
#0 of the Grammy award-winning 
9-piece metal band Slipknot. 
Appearing without the signature 
mask, he touched down on the 
Tokyo megalopolis this cold 
March night hitting the club with a 
heavy set of his unique blend of 
“turntable-ist jungle mash up." 
Outside of Slipknot, Sid keeps 
himself busy with a number of 
other projects, and being a D&B 
DJ is where a good deal of his 
time is spent. He has a large 


An eclectic mix of DJs hailing from different genres graced the womb stage. 


(EQNS "You guys are awesome!" (Toki/H!) 


following here in Japan and his 
DJ appearances are always 
packed. Joining him this time 
were buddies Phase Two and the 
San Francisco-based Audio Void. 
Big-name psychedelic Tokyo DJ 
Tsuyoshi also shared the bill, as 
well as Funky Gong and Bryon 
Burton Lewis. 


But the entertainment didn't stop 
on the audio level. Upon 
entrance to WOMB that night, 
everyone received a pair of 3-D 
glasses. Walking up to the main 


dance floor, the reason became 
immediately clear. Out from 
WOMB's massive 3 story-tall 
screens jumped giant, sci-fi, 
psychedelic images! These 
images were manipulated by VJs 
Tripon and Naohiro Ukawa, 
among others. Intertwined with 
these images of course were 
scenes from the recently released 
animation FREEDOM. |Images 
from the anime appeared 
throughout the night, with a short 
movie also being played. 


But clearly, the peak of excitement 
for the night was DJ Starscream's 
performance. As he ripped the 
show, the packed WOMB dance 
floor submitted to the drum and 
bass attack. Not a body on the 
floor was left unmoved. Sid hit us 
with many jungle-esque beats, 
with the ballistic drum rhythms 
encouraging seizure-like dance 
moves and the front of the club 
breaking out into a moshpit. 

Many clubgoers tried in vain to 
keep their 3-D glasses from falling 
and getting trampled on as they 
bashed into each other. While the 


JE FREEDOM 


3.20.2007 
@ SHIBUYA WOMB 


Photo / Yoshimoto 
©2006 FREEDOM COMMITTEE 


Scenes from the latest FREEDOM DVD were 
dispersed throughout the night's VJ imagery. 


Sid brought the house down against 
the giant psychedelic 3D images... 


..and the crowd couldn't get enough 
of the drum 'n' bass assault! 


intensity of his set was its main 
appeal, Sid often switched it up by 
dropping stony dub beats onto the 
crowd, bringing the momentum 
down to a brief lull and allowing 
the crowd to catch their breath. 
But it would only be moments 
before he brought it back up 
again, with the slightly 
rejuvenated crowd even more 
eager to be possessed by the 
drum. With the backdrop of 
FREEDOM characters jumping 
out in 3-D, it was an intense 
experience of both sight and 
sound that truly brought a new 
dimension to the club-going 
experience! 
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After the winning battle, stories lurk behind 
the smiling faces... 


The great militar 
Yukimura Sanada at 
A war story that fuses hist 
From the creators of Legend of th Gai > 
Heroes comes Shinshaku Sanada Juyu: 


also, the valiant galactic soldiers are’ rep! aced 
by the legendary 10 brave warrio (who) 
served under real-life military co! 

Yukimura Sanada during the Sengoku 

The story centers around hi: 


The ninja Sasuke Sarutobi possesses: 
mysterious powers 


Producer Masatoshi Tahara talks about his works 


What made you switch from Legend of 
the Galactic Heroes to the drastically 
rent world of Shinshaku Sanada 

i? Also, what are similar points 


you tried to draw betvreen the two 


orles? 
Legend of the Galactic Heroes is science- 
fiction, but the essence of its human-interest 
factor comes from historical drama. Since 
science-fiction has a tendency to distance its 
adult viewers, Shinshaku Sanada Juyushi 
was originally planned as a historical drama 
to produce the same amount of lasting 
interest. 


d the drame during the civil 
ely sy 
d on such 
e the pros 
luding the fictional 
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By choosing a time period with which 
everyone in Japan is familiar, and including 
many "facts" that are comparatively 
ambiguous, much room is left open for 
interpretation. 


How would you explain the fascinatian 
with “righteousness” and "loyalty" fa 
What is es 
enjoying this piece more? 
Similar to the European code of chivalry, | 
think these virtues are basic to humans and 
don't really change no matter where you are. 
The main basis is the importance of "will." 


overseas viewers? sential to 


Please give a message fo the reader 
Only one part of this long story has been 
completed. Although it goes against the flow 
of history, please support the story of brave 
men risking their lives for what they believe in 


until the very end. 


Sasuke Saruto! Wa 


¥ 


iors, Basedion) 


es 
mo 
ich a 
PRCT Bae 


vakening in the midst.of 
the battle. His secretis... 


aes aii 
| Overseas: The overseas'sa 
ync.tis currently promoting th 


Masatoshi Tahara 


1960: Born in Nagano prefecture 

1983: Joins company Kitty Films 

1985: Works as the producer and director of 
“Making of Urusel Yatsura 4” and designs the 
complete LD box set "Urusei Yatsura LDS0" 
1986: Plans the OVA series Ginga Eiyu 
Densetsu and serves as producer on all installments 

1995: Helps found K-Factory in the management division 
2000; Founds animation studio T.P.O. (representative 
management division) 

2005: Works as producer on all installments of Shinshaku 
Sanada Juyushi The Animation 

Other works he has produced include the OVA series 
Sohryuden (1991), and TV series Kishindoji ZENKI (1995). 


§2 (“gi,” righteousness) — Ignoring personal interest, only doing what's right for the public 
( 


 (“chuu,” loyalty) — Unfailing devotion to serving one's lord 


Si. 
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Once again, we have tons of gifts 
ready for our Reader Giveaway! Fill 
out the questionnaire on the 
website for your chance to win. 
Check out the details on page 45! 


feetp2//umwipapinen:com 
GO! GO! Go! pas! 


O Japan & America 


HOIVAT VF ANIME [YOd"200) 


7a 


Anime now represents a part of 
Japanese culture. So how did it get 
to where if is today? Take a wal 


through the history of anime with us! 


2001 
2003 
2004 


2005 
2007 
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Chronolog 


First weekly broadcast of TV anime Astroboy. 

Toei Animation’s first TV show, Ken, the Wolf Boy. 

First color anime, Kimba the White Lion. 

Kyojin no Hoshi established the supokon (sport spirit) 
genre 

Sazae-san and Attack No.1. 

Science Ninja Team Gatchaman, Astro. Ganga, Mazinger Z. 
World-renowned masterpiece movie debut, A Dog of 


Flanders. 

Farewell Space Battleship Yamato. 

Galaxy Express 999 movie version, Doraemon TY. 
broadcast, Lupin Ill: The Castle of Cagliostro. The first 
anime movie directed by Hayao Miyazaki. Popularity of 
Mobile Suit Gundam explodes with a re-broadcasting and 


movie version. This series has been running for nearly 30 
years. 

Dr. Slump & Arale-chan made the highest ratings with 
36.9%. An adult parody dojinshi (fanzine) of Urusei 
Yatsura sells in great quantities. Yaoi manga becomes 
popularized immediately. 

Cream Lemon adult anime OVA, Fist of The North Star, 
Nausicaa of the Valley of the Wind. 

Dragon Ball. Lapuia—Castle in the Sky is the first 
production of Hayao Miyazaki's Studio Ghibli. 

AKIRA grosses 1 billion yen. Advances are made toward 
overseas distribution. Mobile Police Patlabor debuts as an 
OVA 

“Odoru Ponpokorin,” the ending theme of Chibi Maruko- 
chan, becomes popular. 

Kid's Station is made on cable TV 

Porco Rosso. Bishojo anime like Sailor Moon become a hot 
topic 

The Lion King (USA) grosses 7 million dollars, exceeding 
the record of 3 million dollars. 

Neon Genesis Evangelion is met with wild enthusiasm. 
Toy Story (USA) is the world's first full-CG film. Ghost in 
the Sell receives outstanding reviews overseas. 

Moe anime boom. Pokémon 
photo-sensitive epilepsy incident. Anime Theater X 


Huge increase in TV anime 


launches 
Animax launches 
Gundress debuts at theaters unfinished. Betterman starts 
broadcasting under Vista Size 

The world's first DVD single anime, Steel Ange! Kurumi. 
After NieA_7 aired, it becomes the first Japanese anime 
re-broadcast on the internet 

Sci-Fi HA! 
Findir 
Howl's Moving Castle 


RY and Spirited Away 

Nemo (USA) is a great success in America. 
Shrek 2 (USA) sets the best sales 
2cord for anime films 

yitaminA starts 


2 no Kitaro is animated for the 5th time. 


Pickup 
| Kimba the White 


(OTezuka Production / Mushi Production 


This was the first animated series to 
appear in color on TV. A previous 
show Dolphin Prince had been aired, 
but ended after 3 episodes. Asa 
result, Kimba the White Lion was 
considered the first real color series. 
In later years, there was speculation 


Lion. 


that Disney stole the idea from Tezuka due to the undeniable similarities 
between Kimba the White Lion and The Lion King. However, Tezuka himself 
admitted using the Disney character Bambi as inspiration 


Pic up 


4“ Doraemon 


A representative of Japan's anime 
world, there is no other work that has 
enjoyed such long-lived and 


expansive popularity. Movie versions 


have been made for over 20 years. 
The famous Nobuyo Oyama had a 
long-standing role as the voice 


actress for Doraemon, but in 2005, a new voice-acting team was introduced 
The unique "cat-shaped robot" has become something of a mascot for Japan 


What did Asfroboy revolutionize? 
What did it leave behind? 


It's certain that Tetsuwan Atomu 
(known in America as Astroboy) 
had a huge impact on Japanese 
animation. Of course Astroboy 
owes much of its celebrity to 
preceding works, but this time 
we're only going to be talking 
about the history of anime post- 
Astroboy. 

So, what impact did Astroboy 
make? On the technical side, 
Tezuka invented the "bank 
system" (re-using cels and 
backgrounds for other scenes), 
the "limited animation" plan (to 
reduce production costs), and 
stop motion which are still 
practiced today. 

But Astroboy's real success was it 
lead to the blossoming of anime 
on TV across Japan. It paved the 
path for popular manga at the 
time like Gigantor and 8 Man to 
be released in anime form. For 
10 years after Astroboy, it was 
known as the time of “moving 
manga,” when illustrations on 
Paper were brought to life. 

Once, Osamu Tezuka said, "What 
| really wanted to do was anime, 


but | had no money so | drew 
manga." At that time, anime was 
seen as a dream to aspiring 
manga artists. 

The adaptation of anime from an 
original manga series began in 
the mid-1970s. Space Battleship 
Yamato was one of the 
forerunners of the new era. This 
series changed the idea that 
anime was only for children. The 
new age of anime was baptized 
with Astroboy, but people also 
requested anime with themes 
appropriate to their ages too. It 
was Mobile Suit Gundam which 
later came along and pleased 
viewers. From protagonist Amuro 
Ray to Char Aznable, the creation 
of deeper characters was met 
with much enthusiasm from adult 
anime fans. 

In the 1980s, more changes were 
seen in the anime world. With 
the widespread popularity of 
home video players, the OVA 
(original video anime) was 
released. Not shown in theaters 
or broadcast on TV, the OVA 
spelled a new endeavor in anime. 


pel ee REESE 10 bo Astroboy, but the company Eiken released a series aimed at the older generation, Senin Buraku, in the same 
Tet. Murata, was quoted saying “it was always Astroboy making the headiines, but our anima was the first too, you know.” 


Pickup 


_°) Dragon Ball 


As we all know, Dragon Ball is the masterpiece anime 
by Akira Toriyama. Including the Z and GT series’, it's 
a well-loved program that has run for 11 years. The 
Dragon Ball economic impact is immeasurable, 
spawning multiple video games and innumerable 
character goods. The source of its charm lies in the 
clearly-defined characters like Son Goku, the easily 
understood “rewarding good and punishing evil" 
moral storyline, and the popular Jump Comics 
themes of "friendship, hard work, and victory." 


AKIRA 


Produced by AKIRA COMMITTEE KOOANSHA ©1987 Akira Commies 


Licensed b arty 
Like author Katsuhiro Otomo's previous work Domu 
(A Child's Dream), the main character is one with 
psionic abilities. When shown in theaters, the anime 
brought in an astounding 1 billion yen. The movie's 
details, music, and technique of realistic expression 
were a huge shock to the anime world. It influenced 
subsequent works and became a monumental piece 
in Japanese animation. The title comes from Akira 
Kurosawa, a world-famous movie maker by whom 
Otomo is greatly influenced 


Them Neon Genesis Evangelion 
makes its anime debut. 


ickup 
Neon Genesis Evange 


f J 
QS 
fa ccAnaxs Project Eve 


This is definitely a work that can already 

be called legendary. With multiple sub- 

plots and themes of biology, psychology, 

and religion, the difficult story was met 

with wild enthusiasm from fans of the sci- 

figenre. The expectations of the final 

story were so high it drew public attention 

and the last two stories brewed controversy. Even now there are still many fans. 
Last year, Evangelion took the crown in the animation section of the “Japan 
Media Arts Top 100" awards ceremony. 


Pickup 


|» Pokémon 


Sténtendo-Creatises GAME FREAK-TY Toye SnePro-JA Kiley (Padmore 


Known in Japan as Pocket Monsters, this title is not 
just for Japanese children and holds great popularity 
around the world. It was originally derived from a 
game and much of its charm comes from the many 
Pokémon like Pikachu. The newest game “Pocket 
Monsters Diamond/Pearl" was released for the 
Nintendo DS late 2006 with phenomenal success. 
The Pokémon anime has now been televised for over 
10 years with a 10th movie planned for this summer, 
making it one of the most popular series around. 
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VAKIRA was the turning point of 


— 
—_- 
== 


Among these were Mobile Police 
Patlabor and Tenchi Muyo, which 
found their TV debut through 
OVAs. 

OVAs soon became a support 
pillar for Japanese anime. In the 
present, videos are often sold 
after the series is televised on 
late night and cable TV. In the 
80s, anime became big enough 
to influence the general public 
and fuel the start of anime 
businesses. The crowds drawn 
to anime in movie theaters and 
immense sales of character 
goods caught the attention of the 
public. 

It was an age continuing with 
veterans Hayao Miyazaki and 
Isao Takahata, with others such 
as Mamoru Oshii and Hideaki 
Anno also beginning to 
distinguish themselves. 

Oshili's techniques in his movie 
adaptations earned him merit, 
while Anno later directed Neon 
Genesis Evangelion. \t's not an 
exaggeration to say this title 
determined the fate of anime in 
the 90s. Not just anime otaku 


Anyone will agree Osamu Tezuka is a mastermind in the anime and manga world. But it's also well-known he's rather competitive 
when It comes to new talent, It's said he was silently happy when a reporter told him AK/RA wasn't that big of a deal. 


were taken by the show, but 
people who previously had no 
interest in anime were also 
captivated. This was called the 
"Eva phenomenon" with the 
effects seen across society. This 
increasingly spurred on the so- 
called anime business innovation. 
Taking advantage of the success, 
Tokyo's TV saw an explosive rise 
in new anime programs, 
particularly the late-night slots. 
The character business continued 
to progress as well. From toys, 
candy, and stationery goods to 
video games and even pachinko 
machines, the business is still 
growing. 

Since the time of Astroboy, anime 
and its surrounding environment 
have seen large changes. About 
20 years ago, Tsutomu lida (then 
in his 20s) said, “Anime is not 
simply manga in motion. It is its 
own form of expression." With 
current achievements and the 
demands for next-generation 
anime, how will anime progress 
into the future? One can only 
wonder... 


anime recognition in America 
| The expansion of Japan's 


anime to America started with 
Astroboy. Subsequent TV 
anime started making their way 
to America, but it was AK/RA 
(1989) that marked the turning 
point of this Japanese 
animation form. 

In the beginning, it didn't 
attract much attention, but as it 
made its way around the U.S., 
viewers and critics gradually 
gave it high regards. After 
1995, anime series’ such as 
Sailor Moon, Dragon Ball, and 
Yu-gi-oh! were exported. 


a 
This year Ghost in the Shell 
made it to number one on the 
Billboard weekly video sales 
chart. Continuing its broadcast 
from 1998, Pokémonis still a 
huge success and gave 
Japanese anime a high 
ranking in America. The 2003 
release Spirited Away won an 
Academy Award, creating a 
spot for anime in the 
Hollywood entertainment 
business. 

The popularity of anime in 
America is only expected to 
grow from here. 


American Anime Agent List 


A.D.Vision, Inc. 
http://www.advfilms.com/ 


Bandai Entertainment, Inc. 
http://www. bandai-ent.com/ 


Central Park Media Corporation 
http://wwew.centralparkmedia.com/ 


Classic Media, Inc. 
http://www.classicmedia.tv/ 
CLOVERWAY, Inc. 
http://www.cloverway.com/ 


DIC Entertainment 
http://www.dicentertainment.com/ 


H Gold USA, Inc. 
hitp://waw.harmonygold.com/_ 
Idea + Design Works, LLC | 
hitp://www.i Wwpublishing.com/ 
4 Kids Entertainment — | 
hitp://www.4kidsentertainment.com/ | 


hitp://www.geneonani 
TOKYOPOP Inc. : 
hitp://www.tokyopop.co! 
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DATE July 13-15, 2007, CITY Hartford, CT 


C 0 n n e cti C 0 n WEBSITE http:/Awww.connecticon.org/, 


DATE July 13-15, 2007 CITY San Antonlo, TX 
WEBSITE http/Avww.san-japan.org/ 


San Japan 
Sac-Anime 


EI Paso Aaline Con Ik wesare tno Otakon 
. D. june 22-24, 2007 CITY Ft. Lauderdale, FL Comic-Con International 
Florida Supercon * eens http/Avww.floridasupercon.conv ‘San Diego 


POrtCONMAINE X wessternp-rnporconmanecon OG LUC 
JAFAX we DATE June 23-24, 2007 CITY Allendale, MI Anime Festival 


WEBSITE http/Avww.|afax.org/ Orlando 


DATE July 14-15, 2007, CITY'Sacramento, CA 
WEBSITE http/Avww.san-japan.org/ 


DATE July 20-22, 2007 CITY Baltimore, MD 
WEBSITE httpYAww.otakon.com/ 


DATE July 26-29, 2007, CITY, San Diego, CA 
WEBSITE http://www. comle-con-org/) 


DATE July 27-29, 2007 CITY San Jose, CA 
WEBSITE http/Awew.con-x-treme.com/ 


+ Pa + ba + Be 


DATE August'3-5, 2007, =e 
WEBSITE http/www.an 


DATE Juno 29 - July 1, 2007 CITY Providence, Ri DATE August 3-5, 2007 CITY Houston, TX 


B otCo n * WEBSITE http//www.botcon.com/ Atsu | C 0 n WEBSITE httpYAvww.atsulcon.conyY 


DATE August's-5, 2007 CITY/N 


. DATE June 29 - July 2, 2007 CITY Long Beach, CA e) O7ACT 
Anime EXPO — & wessienep:rmmanineespoory FandeMONIUM X sressire nossa 

s DATE July 6-8, 2007 CITY Secaucus, NJ DATE August 3-5, 2007 CITY Lafayette, LA 
An j m e N EXT WEBSITE http//www.animenext.org/ M e ch a C 0 n WEBSITE http/Avww.mechacon.conv 


The Asian Karaoke x DATE August 5, 2007 GY Phiisdetpia, Pal 
Idol Invitational WEBSITE pe shoppe pan comconess|rleestakl nl 


ao = 


DATE July 6-8, 2007 CITY Tampa, FL 
* WEBSITE http/www.metroconventions.com/control.cfm 


Metrocon 


fributors! | 
USA HOA Outlet httpyAwww.hoaoutlet.com/ JAPAN 
AAA Anime Inc. httpy/www.aazanime.com/ Anime to Skatebords http//wew.animetoskateboards.com/ Tokyo Anime Center (Akihabara) httpy/www.AnimeCenterJp 
AnimeDreams hrps/wwwanimedreamsnet// Otaku Gamer Tourist Infomation Center,Japan National Tourist 
AnimeNation htp/wwwanimenation.com/ Athens Anime httpyAvww.athensanime.com Organization (Tokyo) httpy/wwwjnto.goJp 
ANIMEniacs http//wwwanimeniacs.com/ Kinokuniya Bookstore httpy/www.kinokunlya.com JETRO - BUSINESS LIBRARY Reading only(Roppongi, Osaka) 
ANIME V hrtpy/www.animev.com MIDTOWN COMICS hrtpyAvww.midtowncomics.com httpy/wwwjetro.go.jp 
Chibi An J hetpy/jwwew.chiblanj.com GK WORLD httpy/www.GkWorld.com h.NAOTO Laforet Harajuku branch (Harajuku) 
DJ 2Thirteen http//claude213.cjb.nev/ Kai Animation http//vww-kaianimation.net httpy/www.s-inc.com/ 
Cornell Japanese Animation Society htp//wew.cjasorg/ JUST MANGA httpy/wwwjustmanga.com H Uraharajuku (Harajuku) http//veww-s-inccom/ 
Gaijin USA bitpy/stores.ebay.com/GAUIN-USA WORLD B. BOYER httpy/www.worldbboyer.com Watch as we ex pand!! 
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How about collaborating v with JANIME? 


JANIME i is being renewed as a convention information paper. 
Your convention's information can be distributed around the world to POPJNEO/JANIME readers. 


1. La 4. New anime information 


f js 
ee on for this year's event 5. Original contents 
Jutors list ... and more!! 


In the Cyndina Era 672, a rebel army accompanied by guards, but the pursuers 


executes a coup d'etat on the Forland relentlessly draw near. Breathlessly 
Kingdom with Doctor Akamashi as their running through the forest, she 

leader. Princess Arita barely manages to encounters bounty hunter Farith, and the 
escape from the castle amidst an two fall from the cliff behind them. In ay 
atrocious mass killing that starts with the freak accident, their souls switch 


king. She makes her escape bodies... 


_4 Arevolt breaks out in the Forland Kingdom. The king, on the verge of death, 
calls Arita to his side. A maid will act in her place and she's given instructions 
to escape from the castle with guards. Soon after, the king dies, the maid 
acting as Arita’s substitute appears, and Arita runs from the castle with tears in 
her eyes. 


The rebels 
invade the king's 
chambers as the 
princess' stand-in 


When her guards are killed, confused Arita runs Having made a deal with Arita, Falis and her posse 
through the forest looking for an escape. She falls off break into the Forland castle. They reclaim the 


and guards stand : the cliff with Farith and their souls switch bodies. crown with their overwhelming force. Throwing 
ready. The ringleader Dr. Akamashi, a scholar Begging for assistance in saving her kingdom and Akamashi from the throne, Farith announces herself 
employed by the Forland Kingdom, uses the highly having nothing to present as a reward, Arita offers as successor. 


classified technology of robotic bodyguards to execute _ her own body as collateral. 


a mass killing. Note: The spelling of some character names differs between the anime and manga versions of this story. 


©Sekihiko Inui - Mediaworks / Marvelous Entertainment + Avex Entertainment 


Interview with Yoshimitsu Yamashita, the character designer of MURDER PRINGESS. 


Vif Be happy if you grow to like each 


trong princess who throws down hi incompatibility character 


enemies with force Were there any differences between this and thi 


Were there any key points or unifying theme: Original work?” 
that | made the characters’ 


than planned, 


wien desienurg the 
This production ts 


haracters? 'l regre 
mix of individuality a little we 


Very deep, with a 


In Japan, the *MURDER PRINCESS DVD IV" js sot for roloase on Juno 27th. An overseas release Is not yet d 
world, it seems like it'll become a4 hil by the and of this year 


#2005 Production |.G + Aniplex « MBS - HAKUHODO 


An interview with director Junichi Fujisaku 
who brought us BLOOD+ 


What's the reason behind the 
concept of defeating your 
enemies with blood? 

This concept actually came from 
the movie version. The more you 
fight, the more blood is spilled. 

But if it’s not your blood that is lost, 
you can't defeat your enemy. We 
also chose the concept because 


we wanted to portray the emotions 
Saya has to deal with, wanting to 
run away from her existence but 
unable to do so. 

Why did you choose a katana 
for her weapon? 

| wanted Saya to be able to feel 
the wounding of her enemies 
directly. | also dared to make the 


katana a different design than the 
usual. It's easily broken, so it has 
a deeper meaning comparable to 
Saya's easily-broken heart. 
Were there any characters 
you put special thought into? 
| put the most feeling into Kai. | 
thought I would draw him with the 
most emotion. Him and George. 


010 PORJNEO ty I >r-471t “This magazine sounds awesome!" (Milk/Sweden) 


Dressed-up Saya, 
fighting on the stage 
of an opera house 


The Schiff are 
artificially created 
Chiroptera made from 
Diva's blood. 


Riku trifles with an 
unfortunate fate 
once more 


In collaboration with Mamoru Oshii, the 
concept of Production I.G's movie BLOOD THE 
LAST VAMPIRE was combined with a new 
story and characters to create the TV series 
BLOOD+. To digress slightly, Quentin 
Tarantino was also inspired by the same movie 
when he created Kil! Bill. With a young girl 
wielding a giant sword and attacking her 
opponents, the idea is similar. In the anime, 
the Chiroptera are grotesque blood-sucking 
creatures. The Red Shield is an organization 
out to destroy the Chiroptera and is lead by the 
only one who can kill them, Saya Otonashi. 
The group travels around the world, from 
Okinawa, Vietnam and Russia, to France, 
England, and America, searching for the 
origins of the Chiroptera. The connection they 
discover between Saya and the Chiroptera is... 


George was the first to die, but | 
wanted to make him someone who 
would live on forever in others. All 
the characters are important and 
none should be left out. 

What was the thing you were 
most picky about while 
making this? 

That would be making the 
relationships important. | wanted 
to make the feelings easily 
understood. Having no blood 


rotesemr ns 


[Saya and Haji] 
because neires 


hevalier/an 


connections, or being connected 
only by blood, that's where you 
find the real bonds between 
people. And that's what | was 
picky about. 

Were there any difficult parts 
in the production? 

Keeping the quality good until the 
end. That and trying not to betray 
the fans' expectations became a 
big topic. 


ived blood trom Saya, Haji is Saya 
inis‘only desire isito/protectiand | 


[Sava and Kail] 
Raised by the same foster parents in Okinawa, 
Saya and Kai are like siblings 


hevali 


ontrol always 


ffer her their 


What did you want to express 


through this work? 

The bonds people possess. 
When Saya realized she's not 
fully human, how she reacted to 
her surroundings was important 
to describe until the very end. In 
this production, you can see the 
answer given by the people who 
accept it through the very end. 


"| would appreciate it if the magazine Included more Jpop artist-related articles.” (Jenny Sylvania /CA) 
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sunichi Fujisaku 
Profile 


Born August 6th, 1967. Chief director 

in game production and scriptwriter. 

Director of the Yarudora game series design. 
Studied under Mamoru Oshii and worked with 
Kenji Kamiyama on the planning for the movie 
BLOOD: THE LAST VAMPIRE (2002). 


INFORMATION 
Part 1 
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General director for the game “BLOOD: THE LAST VAMPIRE” as well as writer of the novel 
Scriptwriter for Ghost in the Shell: STAND ALONE COMPLEX (2002) and Ghost in the Sheil 
STAND ALONE COMPLEX 2nd GIG (2004), writer of the same novel, and producer and 


director for the PS2 game “Ghost in the Shell S.A.C.~ 


Scriptwriter of the CLAMP productions released in 2005, xxx HOLIC the Movie: A Midsummer 
Night's Dream and Tsubasa Chronicie the Movie: The Princess of the Country of Birdcages. 


Director of TV animation series BLOOD+ (2005) 
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Many titles over countless genres are being made into anime these days. In this corner we V 
bring you information on the newest anime series’ airing in Japan! A eee: ee 


L > | re ' y cl ANIN AT) al Py 
BLUE DRAGON Ss CLANNAD tine Movie 
©BLUE DRAGON PROJECT/TV TOKYO m ©Visual Art's/Key/Toei Animation/Frontier Works 
The story starts with a turning of the page... 


| Long ago there was a war between light and shadow. The battle 


What the two of them need is a little courage 
| Infamous for skipping classes and staying out all night is juvenile 
delinquent Tomoya Okazaki. On the hill road to school, under the 
™) cherry blossoms in full bloom, 
| he meets Nagisa Furukawa, 


finally ended with the victorious 7 warriors of light who also became 

possessed with the strength i 

of shadow as a result. 
Without realizing it, these light his classmate who had taken 
ery 


warriors passed their powers | ayear off due to illness. As 


to future generations. One | the two of them spend time me 
day, the simple-minded | | together, Nagisa's feelings ; 3 ¥ 
» country boy Shun realizes he | | toward Tomoya begin to a 
BEE holds a powerful blue dragon | change. The emotional scars &) ; | 
7 i shadow inside of him. Soon | | from family tension are slowly es 2 
; he joins a mysterious female alleviated, and Tomoya a 
] warrior, Zora, on a journey to | begins to capture her heart... it 
} defeat evil. A fabulous cast \ } 
’ and comical characters make Se 
up this wonderful story. 
Overseas release An overseas release date is 
unconfirmed —s z. J still pending. 
[ Brocdcast platform: Movie | Distribution company: Toei Co.. Lid 


| Release dote: Scheduled for theaters 9/15/2007 | Production company: Toei Animation Co., Lid 
ET - 4g Gs ar i= ae a = awe CESS, 
Anien 4 Narn GUARDIAN OF THE CACDED CDIDIT 

ge Kono Aozora ni Yokusoku wo -Welometo suguni Domiory ji GUARDIAN OF THE SACRED SPIRIT | 

| ©TGL/Aichemist * Tsugumi Dormitory Members 2007 | @©Nahoko UEHASHI / KAISEI-SHA / Guardian of the Sacred Spirit Committee | 


bdo hi 
oe Dorm life as you’ve never seen it before! | Popular fantasy novel series turned anime 
| _Yokoso tsugumi ryou e! (Welcome to Tsugumi Dormitory!) Tsugumi Once every 100 years, the Water Spirit lays an egg inside the body 


Time slot & day: Every Saturday 9:00~7:300m (30 min.) Production company: Studio Pierrot 


4 


\ 
he 


Dormitory is a renovated old schoo! building on an island and is =) of ahuman, who then becomes the Guardian of the Sacred Spirit. — 
home to the main character, y.. | This fate has befallen a young boy named Chagumu, the second 
= Wataru Hoshino. The ” ‘ ©) prince of the empire. His father, the Emperor, silently wants him 


> ie 


withdrawal of a major 
business at the heart of the 
island forces the evacuation 
of associated families within 1 
year. Although his school is 
losing students, Wataru's 
dorm is always bustling. In 
the harem-like situation of all 
the dorm residents beside 
Wataru being girls, what's 
going to happen today? 


killed to protect the family's royal 
image. The Empress suspects this 
condemnation and pays a female 
bodyguard named Balsa to protect 
the life of her son. The two escape 
from the palace, but their journey 
has only just begun... 


U.S. distribution by Geneon 
Entertainment (USA) Inc. 

Original novel English release by Arthur 
A. Levine Books, an imprint of the 
publisher Scholastic Inc., announced 
for 2008. 

Overseas release Asian Territory distribution by Muse 
unconfirmed Communication Co., Ltd. 


\ 4 
[broadcast plattorm:tv_— Broadcasting office: NHK BS2 
Time slot k day: Every Tuesday 2:15-2.450m (30 min} [Time slot & day: Every Solurday 8:06-8:36am (30min}| Production company: Production IG 


‘f 
o SEN bo 


Mononoke 


©"Mononoke" Production Committee 


With logic and truth hidden, the world is an uncertain place 


This new series brings the 
return of the main character, , 
the druggist, from episode 
one “Bakeneko” of the 
January 2006 broadcast 
series Kai~ayakashi~. 
Five of the 12 stories are 
told here — “Tatami Boy," 
“Ocean Priest,” 
“Nopperabou,” “Night Bird,” 
and “Bakeneko.” Using a 
mysterious and ancient 
martial art form, the strange 
druggist exorcises by 
beheading with his sword. 


Happiness! 


©Windmill + “"HAPPINESS!"Partnership 2006 


A powerful sorcerer who despises magic 


At the Mizuhosaka 
Gakuen, Yuma Kohinata, a 
student in the regular 
division, meets Haruhi 
Kamisaka, a girl genius in 
the magic division. Soon 
after, a freak accident 
destroys the area of magic 
classrooms and magic 
students like Haruhi must 
be incorporated into the 
regular division. The 
excitement in Yuma's 
already noisy and eventful 
life begins to escalate... 


"Broadcasting in Japan has Following the destiny of the 
_ finished. Overseas release sword, nothing but strange 

~~! unconfirmed. things occur! 

oe a | i 


orm: TV | __ Broadcast platform: Free Terrestrial TV __| Broadcasting office; Fuji Television “Noitamina” | 


t & day: Every Thursday 2:15~2:45am (30 min.) | ; [Tir slot & day: Every Friday 12:45~1:15am (30 min.) | Production company: Toei Animation Co., Lia 


: Starting Date. Juty, 2007 {Tentatively} 


Televising at the above written times has ended in Japan 
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REVOLTECH is a brand known for its action figures 
that utilize new joint mechanisms called 
“revolving joints.” These revolving joints are 
sturdier and less expensive than others, 
and their dynamic movements allow for 
supenior figure posing. They're a 
revolution in the figure world! 


/BonwUs Farts: 
Double-edged sword 
Progressive knit 
Umbilical cable 


: Inferchangeable should, 
>’ Oplion hond x $ 
J Re Ny) ) Display base Pe 
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Bonus Parts; Tho Evatoa¥piloied by Asuka Langley we x 
¥Woopons veisiory. Soryu, mows down thé mass-produced P 


Lance of Longinus crowd! Bulithe mass-produced machines: 
Dooble-edged sword _ atlack the EVA%02 which is Stopped by its 
Dummy plug Operational time limit. ..To recreate vila! 
Damaged ports x2 ‘scenes from ihe Evangelion movie, 
Option head x2 REVOLTECH has prepared two Versions of 
Ophon hand x4 the mass-produced EVA. a Wing vorsion 
Ving vewsich Display bose and @ Weapons version. So what's tho 
Wing sé! most oulstanding lealure of ihe mass- 
Oplion band x3 produced EVAs, the wings or the Lance of 
Diaplay base Longinus that buried the EVA-027 


CISHDZOMN PRO - TV ASAHI ~ ADK - TOEL 


at Laforet Museum Rarajuku (@) 
3,16 ~3:212007 


surpassing the bounds of toys 


An abbreviation of "Super Imaginative Chogokin,” S.1.G. is a series of 

Quality action figures started by Bandai in 1998. Promoting famous figure ~ 
makers, they produce high quality models with the talents of SFX hero ‘ 
designers sughias the late Shotaro Ishinomori. Over the last 8 years, more 
than 60 designs have been made and over 1.2 million units have been 
sold, This years original dioramas, references on how figures are created, 
and prototype models were displayed. The creators who worked on all of 
these developments were the stars of this event. The lirst 10,000 people 
to artive at the event wore presented with original Takumi Damashii figures. Mie 


Che backbone of the SIC. series 


is these bo model creators. 


Takayuki Takeya 

Born in 19639 Model creator. An artist on movie sets and modeler 
for figure magazines, he's a creator with a wide scope ol activities. 
His many fans credit him for his precision modeling and unique 
Perspective. He's in charge of the prototypes for the S.1.C. series. 


Kenji Ando 


Born in 1963. Mlustrator and model 
crealor. He makes magazine and 
gaine image models, creales eo 


" package designs, and more . 
$ , fran Recently he created the mechanic 4 } ¥" 
design of "Ongin~Spints of the ¥ . 


The hall was cramped with figures. Many femalo fans were there 


Pr 


Past~." He's in charge of the 
prototypes for the S.1.C. series, 


014 PORINEOHysor271 Candaj Ch@racter site Tamashii Web bttp:rurw.tamashiijp (Japanese only! 


Marked Rider No.1 and Cyclone Kikaider 00 
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How to Play 

1) Participants must obtain a total of 8 unique stamps from _ 
Participating exhibitors. All stamps must be collected on 
the stamp page in the July 2007 issue of POPJNEO. 

2) The Sth stamp is obtainable only when you “Find Fred.” 
You must “Find Fred,” when he is wearing a red & white 
striped shirt. He'll be wandering AX during the times of: 

June 29th—July 1st 14am—12pm, 4pm-—Spm | 
July 2nd diam—-12pm i 

3) Once you have filled your stamp sheet with stamps from. 
any of the participating retailers, please bring it to the 
AAA Anime booth to redeem for a sweepstakes ticket. 
Only 1 stamp per retailer per sheet ' 


, 4) Winning ticket numbers will be announced at 2pm daily 


June 30th—July 2nd. Ten prizes will be awarded daily. 
Rules 
1) Only Anime Expo attendees will be able to participate. 
| 2) Nopurchase necessary! 
3) Please visit the AAA Anime booth for full contest details. _ 
4) Only stamps pertaining to the list of exhibitors are valid. _ 
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Good Luck and Happy Hunting! 
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ABC Toys 4 Me 
Anime Gamers 
Anime Jungle 
Anime Nutz 
Anime Pavilion 

_ Asylum Anime 
: JPN Toys 
J-Station 
JustManga.com 
—— OrbitAnime 
~PowerAnime 
 Toylet.net 
Yes Anime 
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Here is where we'll check out the hot spots 

in America selling goods from Japan. To 

start off, we went to L.A. to visit the anime 

shop in the middle of Little Tokyo, “Anime 

Jungle." This is a branch of the main 
location in Osaka from where the items are 

LosiAngeles! (HATFTOILR directly imported! We had a chat with the 
store manager, so listen up for some 


www.animej ungle s=M@t exclusive information! 


2 eg Va 


This is Anime Jungle. You can see POPJNEO on the left side of the store! There are lots of rare items you can only get here The prices are very fair 


"With Anime Jungle's lot of effort into their One last thing...For those 
candy toys, you can get visual kei stock. Starting of you who are bummed 
r exactly the ones you with photobooks, the because you live so far 
aA want. If you'rea various kinds of goods away from L.A., guess 
The shelves are cramped with figures capsule toy collector, they have are steadily what? Anime Jungle has 
This showcase display is the best part you Can get your fill increasing. a webshop, so you can 
here.” Regional "Anime Jungle is packed order the items you're 
manager Mr. Tetsu says with so many looking for over the 
this is the only store in merchandises, including internet! Go check out 
America where you can plenty of rare items! It's www.animejungle.net 
buy capsule and candy fun just looking around right now!! 
toys knowing the too, so check it out if you 
contents beforehand. have the chance!" 
"Anime Jungle sells Like Tetsu said, there are 
many figures currently tons of items hard to 
released only in Japan. obtain even in Japan. 


Because the main store We just went to make 
is in Osaka, we get direct this report. But guess 
shipments of rare goods. what? We ended up 

The items sold here are leaving the store with 


only legal, licensed arms full of shopping 
-agrpra Vid >I goods...nothing bootleg!" bags. They were so 
< < e , . . . j 
a smagoria Recently, they've put a irresistible! peglonall Mazanerietsui ver) 
Phanta: ‘d more! Floor Manager, Yoichi (right) 
an = 
Los Angeles, California Anime Jungle is located inside the Little Tokyo Mall. 


319 East 2nd Street #103 

Los Angeles, California 90012 
Tel and Fax : (213)621-1661 } 
Weekdays 12:00pm to 8:00pm | Tokyo Uttle Tokyo 
Saturday 11:00am to 9:00pm y | oe 
_ Sundays/holidays 11:00am to 7:00pm 
(Closed on Tuesday) 


JAPAN TOP 10 


On this page we list the most popular manga in the industry'’based on reports from manga distributors nationwide. 
Take a look at the ranking and try to get your hands on some of the manga you've never seen or heard of before! 


TOP10 for April 24 (courtesy of Tohan) Ae’,  TOP10 for May 8 (courtesy of Tohan) in naserios 
Negima! (18) suascea+e! (18) D.Gray-man (11) D.Gray-man (11) [VM 
Kon Akamatsu Katsura Hoshino | 
j 
Air Gear (17) =7-¥7 (17) Gintama (18) sam (18) [4 
Oh!Great Hideaki Sorachi ii ] 


Hayate the Combat Butler (11) “vFoOzeE<! (11) 


Kenjiro Hata 


Kekkaishi (16) sytem (16) 


Yellow Tanabe 


V-B- Rose (9) v-B-o—=x (9) 


Banri Hidaka 


InuYasha (49) xx (49) 


Rumiko Takahashi 


Get Backers (39) Get Backers #i@R@ (39) 
Yuya Aokl (story) / Rando Ayamine (art) 


Sayonara Zetsubou Sensei (8) ek S5eMstt (8) 


Koji Kumeta 


DaiyanoA (5) #-+-+@~ (5) 


Yuji Terashima 


PRIDE (7) 757k (7) 


Yukari Ichijo 


@60866 80 0 680 


A fun school festival is about to draw to a close! 
©Ken Akamatsu 2007 / KODANSHA Ltd. 


At the grand Mahora 
Festival, a heroic battle 
unfolds between Negi and 
Chao. Negi tries to prevent 
magic from being 
discovered by the world at 
large, but Chao wants to 
prove its existence. Negi 
manages to win the battle, 
keeping magical secrets 
safe. However, since 
Chao's plans are ruined 
due to her defeat, she 
decides to travel into the 
future. Negi asks her to 
stay and invites her to 
become a powerful 
sorceress with him. What 
will Chao's answer be? 
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REBORN! (15) szaxeit » KYYREBORNI (15) IM 


Akira Amano 
G 
: 


I'll Give You My First Love (7) stomme+Sici#< (7) IM 


Kotomi Aoki 
44 


Detroit Metal City (3) =horbh- x9L-yF-~ () [| 


Initial D (35) misz# <v7=y -¥)L D (35) 


Shuichi Shigeno 


STEEL BALL RUN (12) STEEL BALL RUN (12) 


Torohiko Araki 


Kiminori Wakasugi 


Rurouni Kenshin (Reissued) (21° 22) som sa5ice i 
Nobuhiro Watsuki —AASz RAM (21-22) | 


MxX0 (3) raxto (3) [| 


Yasuhiro Kano 


Yusei Matsui 


Majin Tantei Nougami Neuro (11) mAsiapimo0 (11) fale 


Detroit Metal City 
How far is DMC going to go?! 


Klauser the 2nd inherits 
Jack in Dark's legendary 
guitar. One day, Jack's 
daughter comes to 
Japan intent on 
performing in DMC's 
fiendish darkness metal 
fest “Satanic Emperor.” 
With so many intense 
and radical bands 
participating, what 
events will go down in 
this tournament? Watch 
as DMC slams the bara 
notch higher with their 
extreme showsl 


In this issue, Wwe Continue 
introducing-a Careful 


Ancclieart 


‘ ae 
{Ree our selection of comics 
J available in Japan, and now Americal 


Selection of manga ] eTsukesa Hojo / COAMIX-SHINCHOSHA Publishing Co., Ltd 


reGommended by Our Xiang Ying is the top assassin in Zheng Dao Hui, the Taiwanese mafia. Tired of 

‘ . the assassin business, she commits suicide by jumping off a building. However, 
editorial SIGUA as well aS , the organization will not allow her death and resurrects her by giving her a heart 
those:that are FWeelliclolls) in transplant since her own heart was pierced by an iron fence. The heart she 

a receives is that of Kaori Makimura, partner of the talented crime sweeper in the 
the U.S.™We're printing the original City Hunter, Ryo Saeba. Though raised as a cold-hearted killing 
. ‘ : machine from childhood, Xiang Ying escapes from the mafia upon receiving the 
information on their ; warm heart of Kaori. She begins life as a City Hunter after meeting Ryo. While 
availability. in America t00, exposing the threats and dangers of the mafia, Xiang Ying experiences normal 
i “ q : human life with Ryo and friends and begins to develop a cheerful personality. 

so if atitlemnterests you; be ine parallel world to Tsukasa Hojo's popular work City Hunter. 


sure t6 pick it up! This title is not available in English. 


CLAYMORE 


£2001 by Norihiro Yagi / SHUEISHA Inc. 


In a world where soul-devouring _. =) eee 
monsters called youma run rampant, rer SMP CaMIcs 2 
panic tears through the town. The WEMATI GH Wi Gi | 
youma devour human brains and L ht ee 
acquire the host's shape and memories 
in the process, leaving them 
undetectable to outsiders. Townspeople 
exile entire families in fear of becoming 
their next victims. To battle these 
demons, a race of half-human and half- 
youma beings called Claymores is 
created. This is a dark fantasy about 
the Claymores' rigorous conflicts. 


VIZ Media publishes this manga in 
English under the title Claymore. 


Volume 8 was released June 5th. 


Forbidden love watched by 
angels and demons 


Tenshi Kinryoku 
€Kaori Yuki 1995 / HAKUSENSHA.Inc 


Sixteen-year-old Setsuna is in love 
with his younger sister Sara. One 
day, a demon from hell appears to tell 
him he is the reincarnation of the 
female angel Alexiel. Worried about 
his feelings and his fate, Setsuna 
plans to kill himself, but after various 
complications he is reunited with 
Sara. However, that happiness is torn 
apart by Setsuna's destiny... 


ViZ Media publishes this manga in 
English under the title Angel 

| Sanctuary. The final volume was 
released BuOS 12th. 
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Long life, short life - two 
‘different destinies, 


Sennen no Yuki 


©Bisco Hatori 2001 / HAKUSENSHA. Inc 


Chiyuki, a high school student with a 
heart problem, and Toya, a vampire 
who hates blood. When a vampire 
turns 18, he's supposed to finda 
human partner with whom to spend 
his long life of 1000 years. Knowing 
about the 1000-year deal, Chiyuki 
begs Toya to make her his partner, 
but Toya had planned on living his life 
alone. 


VIZ Media publishes this manga in 
English under the title Millenium 
Snow. Volume 2 will be released on 
July 3rd. 


Genju no Seiza 


©Matsurl Akino 2000 / AKITA PUBLISHING CO., LTD 


With mysterious strength and 
strange looks, the constantly- 
bullied Fuuto Kamishina changes 
schools for the 12th time, this time 
to Meiou Gakuen. A bird-like 
monster suddenly appears and 
informs him that he is the 42nd 
incarnation of the high priest of a 
central-Asian country called 
Darashaal. Fuuto doesn't believe 
the story, but then his powers 
begin to awaken. 


TOKYOPOP publishes this manga 
in English under the title Genju no 
Seiza. Volume 4 will be released 
August 7th. 
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The city erodes att 
strange Virus 


KEI SANBE 2004 / KADOKAWA GROUP 
PUBLISHING CO.,LTD. 


A mysterious virus called Kamiyadori is 
spreading wildly throughout the city, 
causing infected people to become 
monsters. The Right Arms is a special 
force formed to fight against these 
transformed Kamiyadori. Girard is the 
best agent amongst the lineup of 
tuffians, carrying a gun likened to a giant 
pair of scissors and able to process any 
infected person immediately. Paired up 
with a strange young girl, the two take a 
stand against the Kamiyadori 
TOKYOPOP publishes this manga in 
English under the title Kamiyadori. 
Volume 3 will be released August 7th. 
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NASR ESrOUS GEGESS! BOG TOW 
ithe mire of political Upheaval 
MURDER PRINCESS 


©SEKIHIKO INUI 2005 / Media Works Inc 


In the Cyndina Era 672, a coup 
d'etat breaks out in the Forland 
kingdom. Princess Alita flees from 
the castle with her knights, but 
they're readily pursued. Running in 
fear, Princess Alita encounters the 
powerful bounty hunter Falis who 
uses grim reapers as her assistants 
In a freak accident, the two girls' 
souls switch bodies and they must 
work together to protect the kingdom 
and find the true heir to the throne! 
Broccoli Books publishes this manga in 
English under the title Murder 

Princess. Volume 1 was released April 25th. 


7 as i fs - : 
The times change - from the apathetic 
generation of yesteryear to the lazy of tod 
Solanin 


©Inio Asano 2006 / Shogakukan Inc. 


Meiko Igami has been a company 
worker for two years now. She lives 
with her musician boyfriend, Shigeo 
Taneda, who works part-time 
illustrating for a sports paper. Ignoring 
his enthusiasm for the band, Meiko is 
worried about him only working part- 
time. However, due to pressure from 
her superiors’ constant reprimanding, 
Meiko resigns from her job. This story 
paints the gray world of today's youth 
who have no direction in life, . 
intertwining dreams with reality. PERT NES 


This title is not available in English. 


An impulsive demon hunter 


e 
tactics 
Sakura Kinosita / MAG Garden Corporation 
©Kazuko Higashiyama / MAG Garden Corporation 
Set in the Civilization and r 
Enlightenment period in Japanese 
history, tactics is the story of Kantaro 
Ichinomiya, an unsuccessful scholar 
who secretly works as a demon 
hunter. He has long been searching 
for a legendary demon-eating tengu 
(long-nosed goblin) when he finally 
happens upon it sealed inside a 
shrine. Kantaro breaks the seal and 
forges ahead in the hunting 
business, now accompanied by the 
demon-eating tengu Haruka. 


TOKYOPOP publishes this manga in 

English under the title tactics. 

Volume 2 will be released August 7th. 
= SS oe } 
A pair of female panthers = cute 
gunsmiths 

Gunsmith Cats 


€Kenichi Sonoda 1991 / KODANSHA Ltd. 


Owners of the "Gunsmith Cats" gun 
shop in Chicago, Rally Vincent and 
Minnie May aren't just gunsmiths. 
The two are also bounty hunters; 
Rally is an expert in firing and 
technique, May a bomb specialist. 
A hit story, the characters’ comical 
natures contrast with the fine 
details of guns and American cars 
of the 60's. 


Dark Horse Comics publishes this 
manga in English under the title 
Gunsmith Cats. Volume 2 of the 
sequel series Gunsmith Cats Burst 
will be released July 4th. 


How unruly youth live their lives 


CROWS 


¢H.Takahashl 1998 / AKITA PUBLISHING CO. LTD 


Suzuran, known as the Crow 
School, is an all-boys high school 
and hangout for disobedient youth. 
Delinquent Harumichi Bouya 
transfers there and single-handedly 
annihilates the strongest school 
gang, Bandou-ippa. Because of 
this, Harumichi is continuously 
confronted by a variety of well- 
known tough guys. With his free 
and selfish ways, he reluctantly 
starts to become an influential 
figure to other gang members. 


This title is not available in English. 
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ou can ride Japan's trains wi 
Hire Riding the trains 


You used to buy a'ticket and /putit 
in the gates, but now only a simple” 
touch on the Suica reader is 
needed: It'will alsojread the card 
through your wallet/or pass case! 


Property of East Japan Railway Company 


Every Japanese person knows 
about the no-contact smart card, 
Suica. Like a debit card, Suica's 


main advantage used to be you STEP 3: charging your Suica 


could travel easily within the 
Japan Railway system. But it ~K ( rechargeable system, so when, 


J Sica cards are based/on.a 


has recently expanded and can your balance runs out, just/putin 
now be used on the subway and : ~ as much money as you want to 
private lines, taxis and buses, use it again. 

and even for shopping! Here 

we'll introduce the amazingly 

convenient Suica card! 


le one has an interest in Suica alter this 
article, we might try & out later in Japatorado!! 


Vol.1 Genie Lincoln 


Recently a boom in popularity has been seen 

using currency as origami paper. It apparently 

started with the vocalist of a Nagoya Indies 

band, but has spread all over the country. " : . 

Our editorial department has tried it with ’ | os P ection ‘Che lown at 
Japanese money. Wondering If it would work Fold along the border of the bill, : ‘ . aia mite Ca 
with American money too, we devised an then fold along the line on the photo, ted. I 1 h 
original plan! It's really easy to make, so you 30 most of his forehead is covered. 

should try It too! 


= = © @~ @ Fold back 
Fold forward 


Fold the entire bill along the left side 

of his face (your right) without folding 

the upper piece. Then, fold the top section 
of the bill down as shown in the photo. 


Fold the 
extra area 
of the bill 
along 

the face line 
on both 


sides. 
Fold a diagonal up, then fold back es. 


at an angle intersecting the ear. 


We have plenty of other designs coming up! Wait until next time for more! 
_We' ve started an origami corner on our website! Check it out from time to time at popjneo. com! i 


In this month's Japatorado, our hero embarks upon a 
journey deep into the Japanese countryside to 
investigate the existence of the mystical lunchboxes 
known only as ekiben [eki (station) + bento (box 
lunch)]. Legend has it the indigenous Japanese people 
are very fond of these rare delicacies, which feature 
local specialties from various regions. Sold within 
train stations all over Japan, travelers often derive 
sustenance from them during their arduous treks 
across the country. Come join us on our quest to 
unravel the mystery that is ekiben! 


RODIN RUEM UAT ee PE 


Tokyo @ 
fi, 


Hiratsuka’ 
Kozu " 
—o 


-~ Odawara@- 
eel 


ee a == ar root es = =r a Se ae] 


Nhat’ s that offi in 


- A the distance...? 
| won't lie. It's going to > a 


be dangerous. But we 
must be brave in the face 
of this challenge that has 
ae been placed before us! 


Koyurugi chameshi bento - ¥710. 
An array of munchables over rice 
boiled in tea. 


...and successfully 
acquire our first 
ekiben! The legends 
were real! 


Taimeshi - ¥710. Fish dust on 
rice. I'm serious. 


Here on the train platform, a 
, small hut provides ekiben in 
« a a = we = exchange for a few coins. This 


We safely arrive at our 2nd destination, the is where we discovered the 2nd 
village of Kozu. ekiben... 


a ———<<_—— Eee 


The 3rd ekiben! 
The triforce Is 
complete! Oh, 
+ wait, that was a 
different quest.. 


Here we arrive at the 3rd B ™ Koaji oshizushi - ¥900. 
destination, the : a Compressed horse mackerel 
settlement of Odawara. Pe.. sushl. 


Again something can be 
seen over yonder... 


= mt e { fans 
The 4th ekiben! Our 
mission is completel! 
Plus | don't think | can eat 
another bite.... 


Tonzuke bento - ¥980. 
Miso-flavored pork on 
rice, By far today's 
tastiest bento. 


What the-...!?_ 
They had them all for 
sale here in Tokyo?! And 
| risked life and limb! 
<> All for nothine!! 


Return 


Boy oh boy, am 
I beat. Next 
time, let's 

make it a 2- “eS | 
ay trip... a 


ae = While the ekiben | collected today ma t all be edibl i i s 
ressions ‘ib , y may not all be edible to foreign tongues, they certainly go a long 
Ben's imp way in creativity. Fish dust? What the hell is fish dust?!?! E—gad! ‘ me 


~ 
*4 second...what's 


nnd this merchant 
-= Sselling?? 
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TIB0E SAGA, OF 


Sealed inside the depths of 
Akane's subconscious is the 
independently recorded 
"Sakaki report." This is 
without a doubt something 
Sayuri's father left behind, 
explaining the thread 
connecting her father to 
Akane. While decrypting the 
highly-encoded report, Sayuri 
notices something strange — 
an unknown entity that 
appeared in her own dreams 
countless times: people 
wearing protective suits. 
These are also in Akane's 
memory. Sayuri has a feeling 
the key to all this lies 
somewhere within the "Sakak 
report." 

Afterward, the attack from the 
mysterious army stops. But 
the human population has 
been decreased significantly. 
At this time, Earth's sole 
source of protection, Monk, 
wasn't functioning at all 
leading representatives of the 
colony to begin harboring 
suspicions about Monk. 


Expansion-model Gun Control Flight unit 

A program that controls internal and external firearms. With The gear for mobile flight soldiers. Equipped with inertia 
a theoretically infinite link possible, the firearms on the drive, three-dimensional movement is possible within the 
network are hacked and taken over. Earth's atmosphere and in space. Because wings aren't 


necessary for staying afloat, it's very compact. It's also able 
to walk under the influence of gravity. 
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FAHISIVOICED "1 love the arlicles you guys have in this magazine tleve 


SOUARE ENIX PART 


4 Enix of Dragon Quest fame, and SquareSoft of Final Fantasy fame. 
The two leaders of Japan's gaming world announced their merging 
in 2003. This would be analogous to Electronic Arts and Midway 
merging in America. The latest projects from Square Enix were on 
exhibit May 12th-13th at the "Square Enix Party 2007" event held at 
Makuhari Messe in Chiba city. Here's a renort on the event! 


Thirty minutes before the opening of the hall, a long line of people formed. 

There were of course fans in their teens and 20s, but families bringing small 
a 2 | children were also seen. In line, many people brought their Nintendo DS along 

} At the game trial booth, you could use the DS_to play while waiting. The large number of people quickly filled the admission 
communication feature to multi-play with others. restriction and the fans dashed toward their game booths of choice. The 30 


ig Cl 
ae Pon ~The convention hall was packed with 39,750 different booths had an array of things to do, with trial plays of unreleased 


first d id 36,812 people on 7" (J ’ 
< Dro ee ona aay ie Serand iai'oi oe i games, a'Nintendo DS "Dragon Quest Joker" tourmament, figures and other 


people over the weekend. goods, talk events with game developers and voice actors, and tons more! 


DRAGON QUEST 


y re 
FRIES 


©2007 ARMOR PROJECT/BIRD STUDIO/GENIUS SONORITY ING. 
/SQUARE ENIX CO.,LTD. All Rights Reserved. 


oy AROPoA 


4%. 


(©2007 ARMOR PROJECT/BIRD STUDIO/LEVEL-5 
(SQUARE ENIX All Rights Reserved. 


The continuation of the original Dragon Quest 
series, "Dragon Quest 9," will be released on 
the Nintendo DS! Since the DS is Japan's 
best-selling game system, it seems only 
natural. Now with wireless communication, 
you can multi-play with friends and open new 
doors in the RPG gaming world. 


“Dragon Quest 8” sold over 4.8 million copies 
worldwide. "What will be the platform of the 
next edition?” was the hot question and finally 
it was announced. "Dragon Quest Swords: 
The Masked Queen and the Tower of Mirrors" 
will be released on the Wii! With the Wii 
controller, you'll be able to attack monsters 
using it as a sword. You'll have to use it 
vertically and horizontally, and stab it at your 
opponent, as well as protect yourself from 
their attacks. With the advent of the Wii, 
RPGs take on a whole new form of gameplay. 


You might find yourself breaking a sweat as you actively ; > - 
battle using the controller. Enemies in a line can be os 
knocked out in one clean sweep while ones with high 1 ; : ] HHSISIE S 20 2p wal 
defense can be destroyed by stabbing, etc... Your mental epanamt —_ oie 1 Odo JS fedsis | 

and physical strength will be tested! 


Among the attendees, there were 
of course plenty of cosplayers. 
The outside area of the building 
was turned into a temporary 
photo convention, with swarms of 
Final Fantasy cosplayers posing 
for photos. There were also 
many booths dedicated to the 
games you can only play on your 
cell phone. Many of the phones 
in Japan now exceed the abilities 


of the Nintendo DS, so new f You can play Final t A cosplayer of FF7's 

Fantasy and Dragon main character Cloud 
developments are eagerly Quest'on your cell takes a/photo ofa Cloud f Usually used for science conferences and business exhibitions, the 
awaited. phone. figure! convention center was flooded with game fans. 


at ra 


FABULA NOVA CRYSTALLIS. 


CHARACTER DESIGN:TETSUYA NOMURA 

"Final Fantasy 13" also made its debut. In 
this new release, the main characters, worlds, 
and stories differ based on the game platform 
used. At the event, gamers could preview 3 
titles: the PS3 games “Final Fantasy XIII" and 
“Final Fantasy Versus XIII," and “Final 
Fantasy Agito XIII" for the cell phone. The 
details were not released, but there is much 
expectation for one of the greatest projects in 
RPG history! 


The logo of the project's title, Fabula Nova 
Crystallis. 


cal 


| AND MORE... 
| Other original game titles were announced, like the PS3 and 
| Xbox 360 title "Last Remnant” and the Nintendo DS "It's a 
| Wonderful World." Continuously producing nothing but top- 
of) } quality RPGs, our expectations only grow for Square Enix 
Aside from FF13, you could test out a a aeciny of new | SQUARE ENIX CO..LTD. Ai Rights Reserved 
Unreal Engine, Copynght 1998-2008, Epic Games, Inc. All rights reserved. 


titles, including "Final Fantasy Tactics A2: The | ©7207 SQUARE ENIX CO., LTD. Ail Rights Reserved 
Sealed Grimoire. " | CHARACTER DESIGN: TETSUYA NOMURA / GEN KOBAYASHI 
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Formerly known as a place to buy cheap electronics, the streets of Akihabara have transformed 
in recent years with hundreds of hobby shops and it's now known as the "Otaku Town." Shops 
with abundant manga, games, and figures, increasing numbers of maid cafés...We introduce 
Akihabara, a place bustling with people any day of the week! 


From Tokyo station: 5 minutes on the JR Yamanote line or the Keihin Tohoku line (¥130) ; ° 
Akih ba From Ueno station: 5 minutes on the JR Yamanote line or the Keihin Tohoku line (¥130). 5 minutes on the sca Metro Hibiya line (¥160) 
ina ra From Shinjuku station: 16 minutes on the JR Sobu line. (*160) 


How to get to 


Symbol key [J English-speaking staff available fi>y English-speaking telephone operators S23) English-version website available 


Eisan Duty Free Akihabara 
Station Branch o = 


A duty-free shop full of 
electronics from overseas and 
Japan. They offer support in 
13 different languages, 
including English, so don't 
miss out! Soon they will be 
releasing outlet items ata 
special price! 


ended 


Sony DCR SR-300E ¥119,800 
The #1 recommended product 
is this HDD video camera with 
40GB hard drive 


We happened upon 
the first 24-hour street 
live in history 


eae by ae INFORMATION Saturday/Sunday/Holidays 10:00am~8:00pm 
er Ove e009 1-16-10 Sotokanda Chiyoda-ku Tokyo Open year round 
voice echoed in front Weekdays 10:00am~7:30pm URL:http:/Avww.eisan jp 


of the station. 


4) GAMERS a3, 
jen ie.) 
Straight out of 
Akihabara station is 
GAMERS, which is 
stocked full of books, 
CDs, games, figures, 
and every other kind 
of goods you can 
imagine. They also 


Sale Cy COMIC 
J TORANOANA 


The only store in Akihabara to 
boast full sets of the highest quality 
goods is Comic Toranoana. You 
can also enjoy yourself on the 
second floor at a café with a 
magical cat theme 
called Café with 
Cat. 


have special cookies limited to GAMERS, a INFORMATION 
corner for the latest information, and more. It's a 4-3-1 Sotokanda 
hot spot you shouldn't miss! Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 


INFORMATION 11:00am~9:00pm 


TEL: 03-3526-5551 
1-8F Takarada Building 1-14-7 Sotokanda (1st floor 9:00am~10:00pm) 10:00am~10:00pm 
Chiyoda-ku Tokyo Open year round _ Open year round 
TEL: 03-5298-8720 URL:http://www.bro.jp URL:http//www.toranoana.co.jp/ 
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Bank 
ROBOSPOT Tokyo Mitsubishi 
e 


Cure Maid Cafe (6F) 
COSPA GoostoreAkiba (2F) @ 


) 
Born Pars Xue-fua no Sato 
Akihabara branch 
SofmapAkihabara 
head store 
Royal Milk Amusement-kan 


Don Quixote 


°e 
Ramen shop Akihabarabranch 


Akihabara 
Yamagiwa @ | Comic UDX 
Software-kanx | Torencens Tokyo Animo 
Akihabara Center 
head store 
© Oden can 
Geragora 
° 
e pivbacos Akihabara-kan @ 
ore 
— Musen@ Akihabara 
joadstore Dalbiru 


° Ishimaru 
Denki head store 


head store 
° ° 
LaOX main store Radio Kaikan 


Eisan Duty Free 


Akihabara Station @ 
Branch 


These pachinko coin lockers are designed with anes 
cof the famous anime Neon Genesis Evangelion. \t might 
nmake storing your belongings a little more fun! 


Akihabara has 
become well-known 
for its canned oden 
(a stew-like dish). 
Recently, ramen 
cans, meat and 
potato stew cans, 
and chicken stew 
cans have also 
been spotted. 


Oden with deep-fried tofu 
and daikon ¥270 
5 ee ie el 


Bip 
Pau 


Seven-Eleven 
oe 


Yodobashi Camera 
Multimedia Akiba 


Taste the mysterious 
"Xue-fua-bin." It looks 

5 like normal shaved ice, 
but dissolves weightlessly 
- in your mouth. It'sa 
perfect sweet taste for the 
upcoming summer 
season. 


Tokyo Motro Hibiya line 
Akihabara Station 


Big Echo® 


° 
Akihabara 
Washington Hotel 


Kandagawa 


2 " Milk & 


A maid cafe) where you can enjoy drinks and 


lon is rec uted aaa 
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| Tokyo TEL: 03-3: 


Director Ryuhei Kitamura has 
had a hand in many works, from 
the movies Azumi, Sky High, and 
Godzilla Final Wars, to manga 
and character production. 
Manga author Tsutomu 
Takahashi, who provided the 
original work for Sky High, also 
brings the inspiration of his 
manga 69 to LoveDeath and 
volunteered as a producer. This 
time, not unlike the manga, the 


A beautiful woman, Sheela, 
suddenly encounters the main 
character, Sai. They fall in love 
at first sight. Two days later, 
Sheela disappears. After 342 
days, Sheela appears in front of 


characters live disregarding 
reality in a richly-colored, chaotic 
world. The beauty of the film will 
overwhelm you. 

Shinji Takeda, who is also.a 
musician, plays the protagonist 
Sai with a hidden charisma, his 
youthful talent giving life to the 
character. A 180 degree turn 
from his usual "cool, good- 
looking guy" roles, he plays a 
charming and fascinating hero 
with a mean streak and a wild, 
violent attitude. 

Playing the mysterious woman 
Sheela is NorA in her cinematic 


www.animecenter.jp 


n years after th 


( De about aycouple onthe 
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ithimanga) ar dist Tsitom aay 
Ove) Stor AG LoveDeatliy : 


he theme of this eaten ted ) a tS 


you do well, your ite will boa 
dream, butifiyou/make'a’ 
mistake; your life will be the 
worst,., Because)Sailloves/her, ~ 
debut: Shejexpertly portraysithe: 
enigmatic and|puzzlingiwoman) 
around whom\this story revolves: 
With an erotic charm)and|strong, 
presence, she/has an aurajone 
would/never expectiainew faceito)  ~ 
hold. 

The actor who plays the 
Kuroneg} boss is the sking/of the 
2-hour suspense’ TV drama," 
Ichiro Funakoshi, Completely 
different from the baby-face he 
plays on TV, he’acts/asithe 
image of madness. There are 
also plenty of other interesting 
supporting actors and surprising 


Cameos)by guest actors. Withia 
fabulous cast/and staff to 
perfectly represent Japanese pop 
culture; LoveDeathihas laughs, 
eroticism, and\violence’= sure to 


be’ the only/one of its|kind! 
hittp:/Ayww.lovedcaththemovic. cont 


SS FNED in Distribution 


Akihabara Cross Field / Akihabara UDX,4th Floor 
4-14-1 Soto-Kanda, PS ties Hie Ad 101-0021 Japan 


Ys 
It’s been 
an hour... 
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My son isn't 
home yet? 


Welcome home. | | 
| \see you are in good / 
es spirits. gut 


If he comes 
home drunk like this 
every night, what will 
become of him? 


If he doesn't listen to what | have to say, 
I'll disinherit him and find you a new 
husband who doesn't drink. 


Stupid son of mine. You can bet I'm 
going to give him a piece of my 
mind when he gets home. 


Why don't you speak to 
him tomorrow since it's already 
so late and you need your rest. 


Welcome back. | 
see you are in good 
spirits. 


Stupid Dad. | ought to wake 


him up and give him a piece 


of my mind. 


If you want to scold 
him, why don't you save it 
for tomorrow and get some 
rest now? 


Hey! 
Get up Dad! 


Huhhh?...Who 
woke me up when | 
was sleeping so 
soundly? 


PER 


[\FANIS|VOICED} “I love your magazine!!! | first picked it up during spring break in California. | hope to get another issue <3" (Shireen Al-Zahaw/UT) PORJNEO RVyDUTrRT 031 


Dad isn't 
back yet? 


He's not 
young 


~~ anymore. If he keeps \ 
es 
allen asleep coming home drunk like this 
y every night, what's going 
dead drunk. 


to happen to him? 


If he's not going to listen to me, 
I'll find you a new dad who 
doesn't drink. 


going on about? 
You'd better not wake him. 


“?? did? | know it's my 
son, but alll see isa 
monster with 3 or 4 


| can't allow a monster the likes 
of you to succeed this house! ‘ 


| don't even want to inherit 
a house that's spinning 
around like this! 


ib. 
What if | took over this Yes, that’s p 
house and found myself a what I'll do. 


father and husband who 
don't drink... 


c 


Sleep, you 
two, sleep... , 


” 032 PORJNEO*ys>2r47 FTEATTED “Looks to be a fun magazine, | can't wait to read" (Steve Summers) 
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e tally up the votes from vou. the readers. in ou quesi 
fo find thi Osplaver of the Yea Jale igain we announce the fate: 


wink OF OUr Monthly contes! ‘60 Mile Sora from "“Kinado! 


Heart merged victorious in issue 2s contest! He has now 
entered as a candidate in the 


Who will win 


of the Year competition. 


uldecide! Send in your votes 


He sion 


» Lisa hadinot!seenithe 
costume. done} before, 


Nene: K. K. Many 


Characterjname. 


Name: aa Yuna Guia EX 
ame: \ 7¢ | : : eas ign “There's nanos 

Kristy, Many w i - Ras ; ; a girl with guns 

Chara mctetiname? “a : i - 

Rikkay( 4 


It took’ SImonthstowy W 


make, with thelboots| WN ie / ‘ 
being thelmost difficult, : Mm Gs Name: ‘ 5 
a ai Mh Guan Gate Jennifer Yoo 
’ / CTR stinaeias |) 
=e ; HajimejRyudo 
AS yeinie Lit 1e4) (eg gent ofibrsaon| Kings) 
b al + . 1 2 J " rr] Ly, d ~~ 
be ares AOGONE ayes id maggoracated 
) | faeees insu Vetutine ( Fovergua. iuualays 200 Allee aia 103 
Foy oa 


— j , a ae ae Sedttin it Bem Hearts) 

| a A Woe ena chosen for its 

iiss) ; i manyaweanonsla ce 
. Manda g : 


We want your, votes!____ == 


; ome nanic. & = 
SaTeyPluto (Sai { 
— } Entry numbers will continue’ to progress throughout the year. ‘Since the last issue ended with #90, this issue 
Hegfirsticostume tolmakefon % 
ey her own\ititoo! | ee : 


; 5 dayss starts with #91. Be sure to Include the enty, number when casting vouG vote! 

Name} : ; , , j attr i n. 
Andreay (Pareigis i Click on the 19 [Reader's Vote] button and use the mail form on that page. Fill out the form with your email 
Charactername: | address and type the entry number of the cosplayer of your choice in the text box. Make sure tocheckthe } 
Shigure!Sohma ( (Fruits Basket) [Best Cosplay] box before you hit the [Submit] button. And with that, your vote will be cast! Remember, the 


( bowel to geterming who wins lies in youl 
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ay doesn't like a a "perverted author?" 
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This month Rice Rocketeer features the “sports compact" style of cars which are widely popular both in 
Japan and America. Tremendously successful within this field has been the Aero brand Bomex. What is it 
about the ornately stylized bodyline which continues to be a hit year after year? 


We're sure you've heard of the Supra, the carseen popularity fies in the fact that while it's a Japanese Bomex took part in the Super GT, the Super 

during the climax of the movie The Fast and the brand, it's dynamically Americanized with its sharp Endurance, and the D1 street-legal races. The 
Furious. Sure enough, the body kit sported by this design. With its aerodynamics and performance amazing feedback received for these performances 
car was Bomex-made. This Aero Parts body kit was ability as well as its exclusive North American are all certified. There are many more models in 
developed for timed racing andigesigned to reduce lineup, this is one aftermarket parts brand you just their lineup which can be seen on their English 
racing time by using pa’ hat Aoi can't affordto miss! homepage (http://www.bomexaero,.com/). You can 


also make all your inquiries about prices and such 
here so be sure to check it out! 


et of Bomex's Also ambitious in their race activities, this year 


The exclusive North American D52 
model Eclipse Spider. An open 
body coupe, it has a truly West 
Coast look to it, with the tell-tale 
Bomex bigmouth-type front 
bumper adding bold appeal. A 3- 
piece set, it includes a front 
bumper, sideskirts, and rear 


TOYOTA 
SUPRA (A80) 


Made famous in the movie 
The Fast and the Furious, the 


Bomex name came to the The Honda Integra, 
forefront with this Supra Aero extremely popular 

kit which also sports the among teenage racers 
characteristic big mouth. This in America. Utilizing 
particular car fas been : the characteristic 
modified to a wide Body, so teardrop lights helps 
the body kit has been achleve an aggressive | 
specially manufactured to type of styling. Also a 


match. Alsoa Spine set. 


3-plece set. 


CIT D you want to ride one of these too? 
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D 
Email info@janime.jp and we'll give you more information 


In Harajuku, the outside of the Design Festa 
Gallery building is sure to catch your eye. 
Inside, the gallery hosts artists’ unique 
creations in every imaginable genre. From 
April 16th to April 22nd, photographers Miya 
and Alice exhibited their collaborative 


ie : 
eer ke 2. 

Climbing the stairs of the bizarre building, you're met 
with a poster and portraits of the two artists. 


Miya's works emit a quiet yet 
mysterious atmosphere. 


Alice's colorful photos tell a 
whimsical story. lao Ri ie 


| 
| 
| 


photographs. The two both work as 
freelance photographers, but their sense of 
style and expression are different as night 
and day. The theme of their exhibit was 
"self-portrait." Although the theme was the 
same, they each produced strikingly different 
works reflective of themselves, painting the 
stark white walls of the gallery brilliant 
colors. 


theme of the event 


e tell us about th 
what inspired you to do thi hibit. 
Alice: A year ago, the two of us met and 
chatted at a club event. 

Miya: Since the two of us are as different as light 
and dark, we thought we could create something 
interesting. We gave the meaning of "self- 
portrait" to the word Jii (literally "self-fulfillment"). 
Since we usually photograph other people, this 
time we thought we would photograph ourselves. 
Alice: Isn't art very similar to self-fulfillment? 
You want to produce something that pleases 
you. | think that by doing this, a lot of new 
doors opened. | could say | discovered the 
world of what | really wanted to do. 
Miya: | think it solidified my artistic style. When 
you're photographing someone else, you have 
dissatisfactions such as "If it were a little more 
like..." But when you're photographing yourself, 
you can really do exactly what you want. 
Could you tell us about what you do, and 
your other projects? 
Alice: As a photographer and graphic 
designer, | work within the genres of goth-loli, 
visual kei, and Harajuku style. | specialize in 
"messed up fairy tale" style. It's like a fairy 
tale, but a little crazy. Also, | appear ona 
program that's produced and broadcast on the 
internet. I'm also a photographer-author; | 
write stories and take photos to go with them. 
iya: | take bands' promotional and flyer photos, 
take photos at events for tattoo magazines, and so 
on. Recently I've also been involved with photo 
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sessions of aiconolic’ and mentally ill paleo 


ill you continue the theme of "N Aliya v 

: | think some time we'd like to do 
another "versus" theme, but with a different 
title and concept. 

: Even if we had the same theme, we 
would definitely create things completely 
ahaa so | would like to continue: 


2 let us know about 


our future proje acts 
ce: Right now I'm in charge of a cot foi 
social networking service and !'m the editor of 
a newly launched goth-loli free paper. I'm 
aiming to be the boss of the goth-loli world. 
Miya: My way of thinking is "If you're having 
fun, it's a good way to live" so, although it's 
not a big goal, | want to continue working as | 
have been, creating new things. | would also 
like to expand the focus of my works to other 
various genres and increase exposure. 


Miya 


other proj 
WEBSITE; hitp://akakuroshiro. but jp’ 


ith a mysterious world view, Alico 
gott-toli, and fairy 


Wusions) is currently being broadc 
also created a goth-loh SNS and ¢ 
photography and grap n tk 
and visual kei mag 
WEBSITE: http:/w 


Alice 


Photographer saves cameraman srashse éssipact 


Shin (right) 


Yukiko, (left) 
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Hyrs) old) / shop emp 
These two looked like twins 
dressed head-to-toe in 
white ink. Their outfits 
are put 
and cute 
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A new brand by h.NAOTOEL sisi. swerr nicer event Re Ort 


5.12.2007 (Sat) at a Shinsaibashi, Osaka Dinner Lounge a / 
A report of a special night spent with. 
the designers! [w hn : . eae cna aie : 


tn commemoration of the openingjof the new 
hi NAOTO unisex category brand “Sixh.,” the 
two Gesigners hosted a special/eventl Limited 
to 30 quests, those attending were treated|to 
luxurious food and cocktails ata dinnenlounge 
apd/had a chance to) 
with designers IBI 
The event Was ex 


tthe end, the two perforn , RR 
. ihe tothe guests! Designers . anepiiemactiowea, 
J ins here's a fresh report of the special Have their/photo taken) | 
event held by the multi-tale AWNING RET ANS 
ge ag 


Rags ( 4 In the fascinating VIP room, #1 hosts IB! and MINT waited. They 
eu an ~ chatted with the guests one by one. And the toast was of 
ae course done with Dom Perignon. 

Arrival at the dinner lounge! ir 
Today the whole club was 
reserved for the event. When the i 


guests afrived, the party started 
with food and drinks! 


At the very end, the two 
performed live as a special 
presentation for the attendees. 
The excitement reached its 
highest point! 


Dunng the second half of the event, they 
took orders for special items limited only 
to the event. As the designers explained 
how to assemble coordinates, the guests 


listened intently. 
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\ Double Rubber 
Sole) Check 
* 23cm-27cm 9,800yen 
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We Accent International Orders! 
oR fe St AI ERs this | 


OHPIS FHS SES HOrsoD Vseictr: 


http://www.t-decker02.com 
tel: +81(10)164254-1590 OFFICE KAYOKO CO. 


First off, please tell us about how you formed 
and what you've done since then. 

Waka: GEVIL started activities on July 1st, 1997, 
making it 10 years this upcoming July. We 
wanted to forget genres and start from zero, and 
our band name was also created from scratch. 
In the beginning, we were called "DARS GEVIL,"” 
but after five years with that name, the fans were 
Calling us "GEVIL." We also created a brand 
called GEVIL, so we altered our name. That's 
how the word was coined. 

Your style is very Japanesque, isn't it? With 
taiko and chappa, and Japanese-style 
costumes worn at lives. 

Waka: Our style comes from wearing sarashi 
(tightly wrapped white cloth around the torso) 
to perform taiko. It's to stiffen your posture. 
We've always done it, so it wasn't just some 
random costume we chose. Lives and taiko 
performance are the same with respect to the 
idea that I'm a taiko player, so I'm going to 
incorporate all aspects. We adopted the 
chappa about 5 years ago. A lot of taiko 
teams use Japanese percussion instruments, 
but we're the only ones who use it 
for pantomime rather than just 
rhythm. We wanted to possess 
a defining characteristic that 
can't be found elsewhere. 
Last year when we 


G6. Tora 


taiko and chappa 
crossed the 
language barrier. 


Taiko rock that echoes 
around the world! 


Combining rock music and the uniquely Japanese 
sounds of taiko and chappa Galniseyii baa: GEVIL is 
popular not just in Japan but overseas too. This time 
we asked Waka, the vocalist and skilled wadaiko 
player, about GEVIL's past and future. 


went to New York, our 


Japan and had street lives in New York 
too, right? 
Waka: Having played for almost 10 
years in Japan, people knew us. 
But in New York, we were 
starting from square one. 
We also didn't know how to 
go about booking venues, 
so we Started on the street. . 
We got our name exposed 
using our taiko and chappas like 
a signboard and handed out flyers. 
What were people's reactions? 
Waka: Of course the uniqueness of the 
situation helped, but Japanese culture is also 
in fashion. So wherever we went, we got 
noticed and were asked a lot of questions. 
We were there for 37 days and spent the first 
half doing street lives repeatedly. For the last 
half we thought, if we couldn't perform at 
clubs like S.O.B.'s, CBGB, and SOL, it wasn't 
good enough. Because we got our name out 
and all three venues were packed, we were 
happy. People who took our flyers came to 
see us. It was something we accomplished 
through the power of GEVIL and all the 
people who supported us. It was nice to see 
the results of our efforts. 
| hold a very strong Japanese spirit and | 
wondered if it would work in New York. But 
when | was standing on the streets there, | 
thought, "| want to become a worldly person!" 
It was the first time | thought something like 
that... want to become a world 
treasure. Since then, the 
barriers have disappeared. 
Especially with our last 
release "WWW-~world 
wide wasshoi~" which 
includes rhythms from 
various countries, we've 
become a more 
worldly band. 


Ba. Kou 


About "“WWW~world wide wasshoi~," did you 
play it live before the June 20th release? 
Waka: We've been playing it for 3 years now, 
so we finally released it. We recorded in New 
York and brought it back to Japan. Since this 
time we were communicating from Japan to 
the rest of the world, we wanted to convey all 
the things we absorbed from our experiences 
last year. So we picked this song. 

With this single presented to the public, for 
your 10th anniversary you're having an 
event at Shinkiba STUDIO COAST, right? 
Waka: We're gonna rock the show. | think 
we'll finally be able to go all out. Info about 
the dance contest is on the limited site 
Www.Wwww-g./p. 

Finally, please give a message to the readers. 
Waka: Please remember "wasshoil!" If you 
see GEVIL, shout "wasshoi!" to us! On video 
comments, we have tons of people saying 
"wasshoil" and the pronunciation differs from 
country to country. Practice your "wasshoi!" 
shouting! : 


INFORMATION 
RELEASE SCHEDULE a 
June 20th release 2nd Single ~ 
"WWW ~world wide wasshoi—" 
LIVE SCHEDULE 

July 1st 

Gevil 10th anniversary even! 
Shinkiba STUDIO COAST. 
OFFICIAL HP: 
http://www/gevil.tv; 


Another face of Waka is “Horizumi.". POPJNEO will cover this in the next issue, 
80 look forward to it! 
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Lineupiconfirmed!) Members of Yoshiki’s super. 
band'S:K.IiN: willbe Yoshiki, Gackt; Sugizo, and 
miyavi. After the amazing jam session with miyavi 
and Sugizo, none other, than the legendary Jrock 
icon himself, Yoshiki, came out onto the stage. 
Yoshiki thanked /all the fans for:showing their 
Support'and announced that'S:K:I:N. would 
perform their first live at the upcoming Anime Expo 
convention in Long Beach, Californial!! 


[Day 1 
Up first was Kagrra,, donning their former kimono 
costumes much to the delight of fans! Isshi 
commanded the stage and entranced the audience 
with his haunting vocals while the band poured out 
their characteristic blend of dark, melodic rock. 
Songs like “Kotodama” and “Utakata” had fans 
exuberantly waving their o-sensu (folding fan) along 
with Isshi, adding to the mix of traditionally-influenced 
visuals and modern rock. Kagrra, finished their set 
leaving old and new fans alike wanting more. 


| 
Kagrra,| Duel Jewel 


Fans were ecstatic about Duel Jewel's return, 
screaming their approval as the curtain rose. 
Everyone was easily caught up in Duel Jewel's brand 
of upbeat, “happy” Jrock. Hayato’s strong, confident 
vocals, Shun and Yuya’s clean guitar play, and Natsuki 
and Val's driving rhythm section all meshed tightly in 
songs like “Hanauta,” “Kamisori,” and “Tales.” Duel 
Jewel inundated the concert hall with a massive, solld 
sound and proved they only get better with time. 


5.25 (Fri) & 5.26.2007 (Sat) @ The Wiltern in Los Angeles, CA 


An unprecedented 
Jrock phenomenon! 


Nine Jrock bands convened in America 
for a spectacular 2-day concert 
extravaganza for the first time ever! 
Held at The Wiltern (formerly known as 
the Wiltern Theatre) in Los Angeles, 
California, the culmination of this event 
was brought about by former X Japan 
drum and piano virtuoso Yoshiki, and 
event producers 4 Fini, Inc. Fans 
worldwide flooded L.A. to witness this 
sold-out premiere Jrock music festival. 
This was definitely a must-see affair! 


After making an 
entrance 
followed by a 
guy holding a 
kasa (umbrella) 
and tossing 
flower petals at 
him, miyavi’s 
awesome guitar 
play and 
showmanship 
was non-stop 
from the jazzy 
bluegrass 
“Selfish Love" to 
the upbeat rock 
of "ROCK N’ 
ROLL IS NOT DEAD." Beats were laid out by an ever- 
entertaining mix of taiko drums, tap dancing, and DJ 
scratching. Then miyavi made an announcement that 
he joined Yoshiki's super band S.K.I.N. which 
manifested in a finale with special guest appearance 
by...SUGIZOII! 


PORJNEO*ty Ix 041 


Vidoll] 


alice nine. 


Following miyavi, Sugizo, and Yoshiki is tough, but Vidoll 
proved to be a force to reckon with. The bass player, 
Rame, came onstage showering the audience with 
candy! Led by Jui’s powerful and sincere vocals and 
Rame’s driving bass lines, Vidoll played a mix of catchy 
pop rock to hard rock. “Chocoripeyes” was a definite 
crowd-pleaser, while old favorites “...san ga koronda!!” 
and “Ningyo” had the audience ecstatic. When Vidoll's 
set ended, the drummer, Tero, gave the audience one 
final “bow” — a back handspring to exit the stage! 


Anticipation ran high for girugamesh and they certainly 
didn't disappoint! girugamesh were a straight-up, hard 
rock/metal band and, combined with their 
conservatively dark image, held an amazingly 
Captivating stage presence. The heat was on and the 
adrenaline pumping with a set list that included 
“volcano,” “Owari to mirai,” and “Deceived Mad Pain.” 
The music's powerful execution and Satoshi's dark 
and driven vocals gave the crowd virtually no choice 
but to headbang and mosh throughout the entire set. 


alice nine. were the last to take the stage with a mix of 
pop and hard rock. Their set list leaned more toward 
the lighter, pop rock side including “Velvet,” “Yami ni 
chiru sakura,” and “Shun ka shu tou.” But “Kowloon- 
Nine Heads Rodeo Show-" was definitely a hard rock 
number not to be ignored! Show's solid vocals, Tora 
and Hiroto's twin guitars, Saga’s bass, and Nao’s 
beats combined to serve up a tight set that kept the 
fans energized and hungry for more, even at the close 
of the night. 


/ \ : 
= en 

D’espairsRa 
Finally returning to the west coast, D'espairsRay 
embraced the stage and easily rallied the fans back into 
fervor. The set list was comprised of songs off their 
new album Mirror, from the more down tempo “Screen” 
and “Angeidust” to the upbeat momentum of “Mirror” 
and “Hollow.” Hizumi’s vocals smoothly transitioned 
between velvet voice and intense grow! while Karyu 
and Zero enveloped the venue with guitar and bass 
mastered by Tsukasa’s drums. The bait was set and 
the audience took it all — hook, line, and sinker. 


TRANSTIC NERVE with D & L 


5.28.2007 (Mon) @ Knitting Factory in Hollywood, CA 


TRANSTIC NERVE 
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Offering a unique blend of hard rock and pop with 


g, Merry stood out as the 


elements of jazz and sw 


most stylistically eclectic band. Their set was a mix of 
new singles like “Saihate no Parade” and “Oriental BL 
Circus,” and old favorites like “Japanese Modernist” 
and “Omoihi de Sunset.” With a lively set list and an 
energetic stage performance, Merry definitely set the 
pace for the bands to follow! 


| MUCE 
MUCC took the 
stage and 
brought the fans 
into a frenzy 
one last time 
Commanded by 
the band's 
charisma and 
sound, the fans 
eagerly gave 
every ounce of 
energy they had 
left and then 
some. The 
band tore 
through songs 
like “Rojiura 
boku to kimie,” “Saishu ressha,” “Ryu sei,” and “Libra, 
but the highlight was definitely when Yukke brought 
out his string bass! With an all-encompassing 


atmosphere of youth, energy, and pure hard rock, 


MUCC took no prisoners and led this incredible 2-day 


event to a resounding close. 


Just 2 days after Jrock Revolution 

Jrock bands landed in L.A. — goth industrial 
newcomers, D & L, and veteran Jrockers, 
TRANSTIC NERVE! Free to the first 500 
guests, special invitations to the live were 
handed out with a DVD sample after each 
Jrock Revolution concert. An awesome 
surprise addition to an already unforgettable 
Jrock holiday weekend! 


Yoshiki took the stage again on day 2 to thank all the fans for coming and giving their support to Jrock Revolution. Ho 
also announced his plans to attend the Japan Expo coming up in Paris, France! 


will be judged and scored. 


The gift will be announced right t 
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Gasy 


Every time your submission is published, your comments and ideas 


for 


We're waiting for your drawings! Fan art 
of anime and manga characters are fine 
of course, but we also welcome original 
illustrations! Please send your drawings 
to us at the editorial department! 


e we tally up the points! There are 3 
winning spots to be filled! It doesn't matter which corner you submit to, as 
all the points will add up. We are looking forward to your submissions!!! 


The person who 

5pts accumulates the highest 
number of points will be 

3pts crowned the champion. 
The winner will be 

1 pt awarded a special gift by 
the editorial team! 


1. Pokemon (English version) 


3. GetBackers 
4. InuYasha 


5. Yu-Gi-Oh! (English version) 


* This is an 
original character 
modeled after a 
friend. Right now 
they're drawing a 
| manga featuring 
| this character! Make 
_ sure to Send it to us 
when you're done! 


(ave / CAL asp 


(RikuB2 / NY sep 


Contributor RANKING 


In this corner, we'll print everyone's “Top 5" lists! Of course we want your top 5 favorite 
artists, anime, manga, characters, and so on, but also your top 5 least favorite things are 
welcome! Be creative and send away! 


@ Top Sworst’anime opening theme sonss QR@® ~My music Top 5 on 


2. Rurouni Kenshin (Any version) 


| want to see this 


Thanks for all of your ideas! Look forward to seeing 
your requests in upcoming issues! 

% | would really enjoy seeing an article dedicated to tofu. 
Maybe it could describe places in Japan that offer great 
tofu dishes, perhaps even identifying restaurants that are 
more health-conscious, whether they serve meaty stuff or 
are all vegetarian or vegan. (Luci-chan / FL sg 

+ | am a HUGE Visual Kei fanll! | hope you guys feature 
more articles on it. Visual Kei needs more love in Americal 
Also, perhaps talk some more about the yaoi manga genre. 
That's what | like to read! (Opysdragon / Agee? 


From the requests we collected this 
time, look forward to presents In the 
next Issue! 

I'd like you to continue having goods 
from the musicians in the magazine like 
posters, CDs, and other things. 
(Hotaru7 / CA 

%& I'd want to be able to win 
character goods like the 
Rilakkuma ones you featured. 
We can only get Hello Kitty in 
America. (Nikoneko / MA go? 
* Anime stuff! Stickers, figures, 
keychains, plushies... anything! 


(GAO9 PAL eg 


1. SMAP (I <3 Tsuyo-pon....l like the nice boys, hehe) 
2. Morning Musume (Though theit nunters ny vary, ier cuteness des nl) 
3. Every Little Thing 

4. globe 

5. Ryoko Hirosue : 
(Clockwork Orange / CA) ss» 


Please send in your submissions 
via the POPJNEO webpage. 

Fill out the form online and send 
away. 

You can also mail us your 
submissions at: 

POPJNEO Fan Lounge 

PO Box 13894 
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STAFF POS 


This month | went to Bandai 
headquarters to collect data! Around the 
building were histoncal anime figures, 
and inside the company was lke a toy 
store! But the most surpassing part was 
inside th lor. Vorces of characters 


Hey everyone, it's K2! In June 
and July, Japan enters tsuyu, or 
the rainy season where it rains 
almost every day. The airgets 
really humid; laundry won't dry, 
and it just gets kind of gloomy. 


But once it's over we'go into my 
favorite season - summer! 

Man, | can't wait to headout to 
the beach and crack a'cold one 
looking out over the waves! 

Ok, see you guys next time! 


spoke, “Yes! We made it!" and "Almost 
there!” It was one of the most fun jobs 
Ive done! They're an amazing company 
sure 10 please those with a desire to 
have jun. | hope someday we'll be able 
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Next Issue!! 


Main feature 
JAPANESE TASTE 


Shibuya RESTAURANT MAP 
Tofu recipes 

Soft drink taste-test 
Feature on rice 

Theme restaurant: Ninja Akasaka 
Mail-order catalog 
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Set for release on July 20! 
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FAN LOUNGE is where your words count. The editors are always waiting for 
fun and interesting input from all of you, so send away! 


POPJNEO is a magazine that brings you countless info from Japan. 

“| want to know about this!" “What in the world is this?” 

Let us help you with all your questions and more. Send in your requests via 
our website! We might do a feature on your topic! 


Winners for POPJNEO Vol.2! Thank you for all of your entries!! 
And congratulations to you lucky ones this month! 


1. GaGaalinG T-shirts (3 peopie) Sarah Smith / MA (M size), Attaya Wongthal / NV (L size), Morpheus (L size) 
2. GaGaalinG badge set (6 people) Sidney Sommor / FL, Tyson Jones / DE, Kate Fitzgerald / NY, Kennedy Adams / TX. 
Alexa Jardine / CA, Maggy Baldwin/NV 3. GaGaalinG sticker (3 people) Staniey Kade! / CA, Ellen S. / MA. 


Paula Collins /VT 4. GaGaaling wrist bands (3 people) Linda & Stephan White / NY, Thomas Romanot / VA 

5. BeForU autographed postcard A (5 people) Yuan Sun / NY, Cooper Hutton / VA, Lori T / LA, Greg Carden /CA, 
Roslyn Davis/GA 6. BoForU autographed postcard B (5 poopie) Becky Fields / NC, Mary Kifer / CO, Miya Hall / PA, 
Kasey J. /FL, Jacki Duniap/FL 7. BoForU autographed poster (5 people) Sairaj Rao / TX, Mika Taguchi / CA, 
Brittany Willlams / CT, Nola Hewott / NV, Jason Peters /TX 8. Iroxui, T-shirt (1 person) Opysdragon / CA 

Irokui, camisole (1 person) Ariyah/ iL 9. Kiteretsu Daihyakka Figure A (1 person) Clay Morgan / NJ 

10. Kiteretsu Daihyakka Figure B (1 person) Gary Metzer/PA 11. Sanada Jyuyushi postcard sot (2 people) 
Britany Cushenbery / CO, Katie Chong/VA 12. Ranma 1/2DVD A (1 person) Adrian Mejia / CA 

13. Ranma 1/2 DVD B (1 person) Luciana Vasquez/FL 14. Sanada Jyuyuushi DVD (1 person) Lea Shannon / GA 
15. Crystal King A/ wo torimodose!! (MOVIE ver.) CD (1 person) Darryl Hughes / UT 

16. Hironobu Kagoyama CHA-LA HEAD-CHA-LA (2005 ver.) CD (1 person) Christine 


MANGA BIN 
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Shibuya SNAP OCHIMAN 
Origami with money 

HOT TOYS 
Movie VEXILLE REVOLTECH 
JAPATORADO Wood-carved Gundam 
Let's make okonomiyakil 


RICE ROCKETEER 


JAPANESQUE ROCK FILE Manga TOP 10 Ranking 
KINGDOM ROCK SHOW Event Report GAMERS PARADISE 
Versailles 


and more 


THE SOUND CHECK 


“Please be informed due to unavoidable circumstances, listed contents may be amended without prior notification, 


This month we have a ton of giveaways again! 
We're waiting for your entries! 
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BLOOD+ Junichi Fujfgaku 


Autograph board 
(sponsor: Production |.G) (sponsor: “Jiishashinten~Self-portrait Exhibit") 


4 12 noone 


D a V2 6 sigs 6 
e 


tt , 


Miya ; 4) 
“Which design you'll receive {a a aurpriee! Alice Postcard 
(sponsor: ‘Jiishashinten~Self-portrait Exhibit~") (sponsor: “Jiishashinten~Self-portraitiExhibit=4) 


‘| person 9 ‘1 person 


CANDY & PURIN 
Wrist Bandi | ! Autograph eee 
(sponsor: S-inc.) (sponsor: S-inc.) 7 (sponsor: TWINKLE Corporation Ltd.) 


©XKittyrights& Entertainment, ©Marvelous Entertainment Inc., ©Production |.G, ©*Jilshashinten~Self-portrait Exhibit~*, ©S-inc, OTWINKLE Corporation Ltd., ©Genius Party 
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é The editors are always waiting for fun and 
interesting input from all of you so send away! 
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send us a mate esti ire. sitate e Ti} from Japan. “1 want to know about this!” “What in 
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and more. Send in your requests via our we 
might do a feature on your topic! 


Please note all DVD giveaways in this issue are Japanese versions that can't be played on a Region 1 player. PORJNEO ty I>r-49t 045 


Teishoku (set meal) is a kind of Japanese food 
that's been around for generations. It generally 
consists of a main dish accompanied by smaller 
dishes including white rice, miso soup, tsukemono 
(pickled vegetables), and so on. The meals are 
nutritionally balanced and plenty to fill you up, so 
they're well loved by many. We introduce some old 
favorites at a teishoku restaurant. 

Grilled pike fish se 

This set is centered o ona whole > grilled pike. Although it's 
traditionally a seasonal autumn dish, now you can taste it all year 
round. It's seasoned with grated daikon (Japanese radish) and 
shoyu (Japanese soy sauce). The salad and vegetable menu 
changes every day. 


Tem } 

Aset dish with 6 kinds of feesara: eggplant, shrimp, 
kabocha (Japanese pumpkin), squid, garfish, and string 
bean. The array of colors and textures will awaken your 
appetite. Eat it with tempura sauce alone, or add some 
grated daikon. 


¥850 


Meat-tofu set ¥850 

Tofu, meat, and onions are stewed in a sweet- 
spicy sauce and served in an individual-sized 
steel pot. The flavor is a bit like sukiyaki, but a 
little lighter for a simple, home-cooked taste. 


046 PORJNEO ty 51471 /5/5> "Thank you for this wonderful offer!" (soundboz/TX) 
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Ramune is fait of the dagashi category (old-fashioned sweet treats) popular 
with children in Japan. What makes it unique is the “ramune ball,” a seal you 
break before opening. The taste is light and sweet, and a perfect refreshment 
during the sweltering heat of summer conventions. 

This installment of J-SWEETS will show you how to drink ramune!! 
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First, peel the label off on the perforated 
line. 


Remove the inner part from the cover, 
and place it against the ball. 


— Rg 
~ee ' 
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4 
With both hands on ‘the cap, push as hard Once the ball is inside, it can't escape. 
4 as you canl! It slips easily, so a damp Bottoms up!! 


towel underneath is a good idea. 


Ramune is such a classic 
example of Japan - they make 
bathed Aer quirky and 
entertaining! The sweet taste is 
cont arable to no other soda 

the marble mechanism 
Beis it fun to drink. Just don't 
. shake it up beforehand or it'll 
__ get a bit messy! 


aya 
Peat rote 


From the appearance of the bottle t to the bubbly f am When you pour itin a 
glass, it looks just like beer! When everyone makes a toast, kids can also say 
cheers with “beer” of their own. Of course it's non-alcoholic and kids will enjoy 
the crisp, sweet taste. Party Pop is also a satisfying taste for adults who don't 
drink alcohol, so stock up for yon next aa 


my You can an find itin 


Fin orange, melon) and 


LVS) (85) "Great job so far. Look forward to more!" (Moogle X/FL) 


POP THE "TOP 
AND PARTY! 


RPARTPOR. 


PABRY POp 


SANGARIA U.S.A., INC. 
E-mail; info@sangariausa.com 


Rare 
goods from 
Japan! 


6.29.2007 
Opening at last!! 


POPJ ONLINE is a site specializing in 


items from Japan. We'll ship 
rare goods all over the 
world. 


Examples of our stock: Cowboy Bebop, REBORN!, Gundam Seed, Mobile Police Patlabor, GANTZ, Sa- 
murai Gun, Samurai 7, Neon Genesis Evangelion, Saint Seiya, TIEKKONKINKREET, Detroit Metal City, 
D.Gray-man, Dragon Ball Z, Dr. Slump & Arale-chan, NARUTO, Fullmetal Alchemist, HUNTER X HUNTER, 
Honey and Clover II, Pumpkin Scissors, Final|Fantasy XI, Pretty Cure, Buso Renkin, BLOOD+, 

Fist of the North Star, REIDEEN, Rurouni Kenshin, Rozen Maiden, ONE PIECE... the list goes on! 


Types of items: Figures, toys, goods, accessories; costumes, fashion and more! 


www.popjonline.com 
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